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Giles Milton : Big Chief Elizabeth: The Adventures and Fate of the First English Colonists in America  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Big Chief Elizabeth: The 
Adventures and Fate of the First English Colonists in America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Plausible look at English Settlement of N. AmericaBy WaggsVery 
detailed and well written. I was always curious about the disappearance of the first English colony in North America 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0374265011


and this book offered some plausible explanations. It gives one pause to consider how the English ever did survive to 
colonize and why the Native people allowed them. Makes me want to cheer for the Natives. Too bad we're still beating 
them up.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Swashbuckling yarns well toldBy S. WeinsteinDid you 
know one of the earliest English voyages to the New World was by a proto-P.T. Barnum wannabe who, with a ship 
full of Tudor dandies, wanted to capture an Indian to put him on display for pay in Henry VIII's time? This is the 
history you didn't learn in school, made especially vivid by a narrative that emphasizes the swashbuckling adventures 
over any philosophizing. A short book, you'll wish it were longer by the time you get to Pocohantas' marriage to John 
Rolfe, the establishing event that made peace between Indian and settler and put paid to the amazing, surreal even, first 
chapter of the great British adventure in America.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining and 
informative history lesson.By Bob JarvisI won't go into the actual story which is very well developed in many of the 
other reviews. I would mention that Milton has a highly entertaining presentation of the facts, backed up by some 
remarkable research that provides many interesting details and believable logical conclusions to the process of the 
colonisation of the North American continent. His book breathes life into these famous Elizabethan and Native 
American characters and the book is hugely enjoyable, more importantly (perhaps) informative.I knew almost nothing 
of this history and am wondering why the Puritan settlers, of famous Thanksgiving Dinner fame, do not get a mention 
as a group. Strange....

A riveting historical mystery of Colonial America by the author of Nathaniel's NutmegIn April, 1586, Queen Elizabeth 
I acquired a new and exotic title. A tribe of Native Americans, "savages," had made her their weroanza-a word that 
meant "big chief." The news was received with great joy, both by the Queen and by her favorite, Sir Walter Ralegh. 
His first American expedition had brought back a captive, Manteo, whose tattoed face and otter-skin cloak had caused 
a sensation in Elizabethan London. In 1857, Manteo was returned to his homeland as Lord and Governor, along with 
more than 100 English men, women and children.In 1590, a supply ship arrived at the colony to discover that the 
settlers had vanished.For almost twenty years the fate of Ralegh's colonists was to remain a mystery. When a new 
wave of settlers sailed to America to found Jamestown, their efforts to locate the lost colony were frustrated by the 
mighty chieftain, Powhatan, father of Pocahontas, who vowed to drive the English out of America. Only when it was 
too late did the settlers discover the incredible news that Ralegh's colonists had survived in the forests for almost two 
decades before being slaughtered in cold blood by Powhatan's henchmen. While Sir Walter Ralegh's "savage" had 
played a pivotal role in establishing the first English settlement in America, he had also unwittingly contributed to one 
of the earliest chapters in the decimation of the Native American population.

.com The follow up to his best-selling Nathaniel's Nutmeg, Giles Milton's Big Chief Elizabeth is a sprawling, 
ambitious tale of how the aristocrats and privateers of Elizabethan England reached and colonized the "wild and 
barbarous shores" of the New World. Milton's story ranges from John Cabot's voyage to America in 1497 to the 
painful but ultimately successful foundation of the English colony at Jamestown by 1611. However, the main focus of 
the book is Sir Walter Raleigh's elaborate and tortuous attempts to establish an English settlement on Roanoke Island, 
in present-day North Carolina, following the first English voyage there in 1584. Scouring contemporary travel 
accounts of the period, Milton creates a colorful and entertaining account of the greed, confusion, and 
misunderstanding that characterized English relations with the Native Americans, and the violent and tragic conflict 
that often ensued. Milton has a good eye for a surreal or comical story, such as the colony's first encounter with Big 
Chief--or Weroanza Wingina, whose exotic title "quickly captured the imagination of the English colonists, and they 
began referring to their own queen as Weroanza Elizabeth." The Elizabethan cast is also dazzling: the flamboyant and 
ambitious Walter Raleigh, who provided the money behind the Roanoke ventures; the "sober" ascetic scholar Thomas 
Hariot, who provided the brains; and hardened adventurers, like Arthur Barlowe and Ralph Lane, who provided the 
muscle. The myths and stories also come thick and fast, from John Smith and Pocahontas, to the importation of the 
fashion of "drinking tobacco," but the problem with Big Chief Elizabeth is that it lacks a central driving story. In the 
end, it reads like an entertaining, but rather labored jog through early Anglo-American history, something that has 
been done with greater skill and originality by, for one, Charles Nicholl in his fascinating book The Creature in the 
Map. Those who enjoyed Nathaniel's Nutmeg will probably like Big Chief Elizabeth, but with some reservations. --
Jerry Brotton, .co.ukFrom Publishers WeeklyMoviegoers who were enraptured by Hollywood's recent spate of films 
featuring Elizabeth I will enjoy the latest absorbing history book from British writer Milton, whose 1999 triumph, 
Nathaniel's Nutmeg, received much acclaim. Sir Humfrey Gilbert was an eccentric English explorer with his eye on 
America who convinced the queen to grant him leave to establish a colony there, but he was never successful. After 
his death, Sir Walter Raleigh, a court favorite, was charged with exploring the New WorldAan appointment fraught 
with failures and successes. Raleigh established the first British colony on Roanoke (two decades before the settlement 
in Jamestown), but by the time badly needed supplies arrived from England in 1591, all the colonists had 
unaccountably vanished. That event has inspired many theories, but Milton argues persuasively that they were killed 
by the avenging chief Powhatan, father of Pocahontas. Nevertheless, Raleigh played a huge role in Britain's long-



standing claim to America, not only by bringing settlers to lay claim to the new land but also by introducing tobacco to 
Elizabeth's court and turning "smoke into gold." Although Milton's historical revelations are few and he has a penchant 
for dramatic prose ("the paved thoroughfare lies buried beneath the dust of centuries"), he offers another entertaining 
read. 50 bw illus., 3 maps. History Book Club selection. (Nov.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistMilton offers a definitive reexamination of the experiences of the intrepid band of settlers that constituted the 
ill-fated Roanoake Island colony. Orchestrated by Sir Walter Raleigh and sanctioned by Queen Elizabeth in 1587, this 
infamous colonizing expedition presumably ended in tragedy when an eagerly awaited supply ship failed to 
materialize in timely fashion. Upon arriving in the New World in 1590, the crew of the woefully overdue transport 
discovered that all of the settlers had mysteriously vanished. Although historians have long speculated about the 
circumstances and the nature of this mass disappearance, new evidence suggests that the colonists relocated to the 
southern shores of Chesapeake Bay, surviving for more than 20 years until being slaughtered by Chief Powhatan 
immediately prior to the establishment of the Jamestown Colony. This meticulously^B researched chronicle sheds new 
light on an ever-fascinating historical riddle. Margaret FlanaganCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reserved 


