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Don C. Skemer : Binding Words: Textual Amulets in the Middle Ages (Magic in History)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Binding Words: Textual Amulets in the 
Middle Ages (Magic in History): 

5 of 14 people found the following review helpful. quality informationBy I. DombrovskaDear all-who-crave-for-
knowledge, this book is good. I mean it. I am writing a fictional story and needed some reliable information on textual 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0271027231


amulets. This is very good indeed. A thorough analyses on this subject. I highly recommend it.

In the Middle Ages, textual amuletsshort texts written on parchment or paper and worn on the bodywere thought to 
protect the bearer against enemies, to heal afflictions caused by demonic invasions, and to bring the wearer good 
fortune. In Binding Words, Don C. Skemer provides the first book-length study of this once-common means of 
harnessing the magical power of words. Textual amulets were a unique source of empowerment, promising the 
believer safe passage through a precarious world by means of an ever-changing mix of scriptural quotations, divine 
names, common prayers, and liturgical formulas. Although theologians and canon lawyers frequently derided textual 
amulets as ignorant superstition, many literate clergy played a central role in producing and disseminating them. The 
texts were, in turn, embraced by a broad cross-section of Western Europe. Saints and parish priests, physicians and 
village healers, landowners and peasants alike believed in their efficacy. Skemer offers careful analysis of several 
dozen surviving textual amulets along with other contemporary medieval source materials. In the process, Binding 
Words enriches our understanding of popular religion and magic in everyday medieval life.

Binding Words covers a wide territory, temporally and geographically, to show how amulets are embedded in the 
fabric of medieval European society as both physical and cultural artifacts. The book avoids artificial distinctions 
between magic and religion, prayer and charm, to show how an amulet can be simultaneously devotional and 
protective. This contextualized approach is a significant contribution to the field.Karen Jolly, University of Hawaii at 
ManoaBinding Words will become a prized source of information and inspiration for future research on magic, 
popular culture and text.Bettina Bildhauer, Times Literary SupplementDon Skemers study on medieval textual 
amulets represent the latest return on what is already proving to be a remarkable profitable investment of scholarly and 
publishing resources.Steven P. Marrone, Catholic Historical Don Skemers book makes a very important contribution 
to the study of medieval charms. The author offers a new and detailed synthesis about textual amulets and presents 
new materials based on his own experience of medieval manuscripts and archives. . . . The book is an excellent piece 
of scholarship and will be an indispensable companion for any research on medieval beliefs.Edina Bozoky, Speculum: 
A Journal of Medieval StudiesPublished as part of Penn States ongoing Magic in History series, Don Skemers Binding 
Words provides a thorough and engaging examination of textual amulets in the medieval Westone certain to be well 
received by specialists and generalists alike.Richard Phillips, History of Religions[Skemer] has taken an enormous, 
important, and understudied topic and ranged widely through its history. . . . He buttresses his points with rich 
footnotes that show the amazing breadth of his erudition. His book will be fundamental for all future work in this field, 
and hopefully will inspire more work on early modern and antique amulets as well.Michael D. Bailey, Magic, Ritual, 
and WitchcraftAlthough Binding Words presents a focused and extensive examination of a specific magical 
mechanism used in the later medieval period, the greatest asset of the book rises not only from the multiple aspects of 
medieval culture that it reveals but also from the many areas of research that it includes. This book would be a useful 
tool to any scholar of popular culture seeking to look beyond the modern definitions of magic and religion through the 
study of a particular facet of medieval society.Bridgette Slavin, Journal of Religious HistoryAbout the AuthorDon C. 
Skemer is Curator of Manuscripts in the Department of Rare Books and Special Collections at Princeton University's 
Harvey S. Firestone Memorial Library. 


