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Henry H. Mitchell : Black Church Beginnings: The Long-Hidden Realities of the First Years  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Black Church Beginnings: The Long-
Hidden Realities of the First Years: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Proof that African Americans have fought long and hard to ...By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802827853


LorettaProof that African Americans have fought long and hard to educate their own. The desegregation act of 1954 
was overdue; however, in the area of education desegregation hurt, more than it help the African Americans because 
they treasured the gift of education, which had been denied them for several hundred of years - with desegregation the 
African Americans were placed in unwelcoming class environments overseered by teachers who resented teaching 
African Americans.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very Good ReadingBy Constance M. 
AdamsBlack Church Beginnings by Henry H.Mitchell was very good reading. It was very easy to read inspite of the 
fact that a lot of history is used. I found the book to be insightful and inspiring.I did not care for the condition of the 
book which had a susbstantial amount of underline markings. Which in some cases made it difficult to identify what I 
thought was important as opposed to the previous owners perception.However "B.C.B.," was intertaining and I would 
recommnend the book to anyone interested in knowing the history of black churches.4 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. A Family PortraitBy Robert W. KellemenHenry Mitchell writes and teaches history as a family portrait 
worthy of sharing not only with the family (African Americans) but with the neighbors (all Americans). In the first 
half of "Black Church Beginnings," Mitchell documents the interplay between African religion, African American 
Christianity, and European Christianity. This is fascinating material presented with insight and passion. He puts to rest 
the notion that slaves were simply passive recipients of their masters' religion, teaching instead that the spiritual impact 
went both ways.The second half of the book contains a detailed and helpful historical outline of important dates with 
brief comments about some key figures.Reviewer: Robert W. Kellemen, Ph.D., is the author of "Beyond the Suffering: 
Embracing the Legacy of African American Soul Care and Spiritual Direction," and of "Soul Physicians," and 
"Spiritual Friends."

Black Church Beginnings provides an intimate look at the struggles of African Americans to establish spiritual 
communities in the harsh world of slavery in the American colonies. Written by one of today's foremost experts on 
African American religion, this book traces the growth of the black church from its start in the mid-1700s to the end of 
the nineteenth century.As Henry Mitchell shows, the first African American churches didn't just organize; they labored 
hard, long, and sacrificially to form a meaningful, independent faith. Mitchell insightfully takes readers inside this 
process of development. He candidly examines the challenge of finding adequately trained pastors for new local 
congregations, confrontations resulting from internal class structure in big city churches, and obstacles posed by 
emerging denominationalism.Original in its subject matter and singular in its analysis, Mitchell's Black Church 
Beginnings makes a major contribution to the study of American church history.

Dennis C. Dickerson "A pivotal introduction to black church history." 


