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2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Emancipation from the Sin of Slavery and from the Slavery of 
SinBy Robert W. KellemenWilmore's work, now in its third edition, is a standard in the treatment of African 
American religious history. His detailed study proposes that Black history equals religion and Black religion equals 
the struggle for freedom.From the personal testimony of Black religious leaders and from the "common" African 
American man and woman, the freedom emphasis is upon escape from sin to find personal salvation of their soul--
eternal life in Jesus Christ. Once spiritual deliverance was found, a boldness then also grew to find freedom from the 
sin of others, from White oppression and enslavement. True, for some African Americans freedom from the sins of 
others did take priority. But for the majority, freedom from their own sin was the preeminent concern. For most, it was 
a both/and, not an either/or.Wilmore's work remains an important contribution, especially in terms of understanding 
the yearning for freedom present in the lives of African American slaves.Reviewer: Robert W. Kellemen, Ph.D., is the 
author of Beyond the Suffering: Embracing the Legacy of African American Soul Care and Spiritual Direction , Soul 
Physicians, and Spiritual Friends.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Claire 
HalberTextbook for course.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. wonderful overviewBy Clarissa BestI 
bought this book for my African American Religion class It is a wonderful overview of how we put together a religion 
that is uniquely our own

Since its first publication 25 years ago Black Religion and Black Radicalism has established itself as the classic 
treatment of African American religious history. Wilmore shows to what extent the history of African Americans can 
be told in terms of religion, and to what extent this religious history has been inseparably bound to the struggle for 
freedom and justice. From the story of the slave rebellions and emancipation, to the rise of Black nationalism and the 
freedom struggles of recent times, up through the development of Black, womanist, and Afrocentric theologies, 
Wilmore offers an essential interpretation of African American religious history.


