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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Breathtakingly Beautiful BiographiesBy J. NeillSister Wendy
Beckett of the 1997 PBS series Story of Painting, called this book of Robert Ellsberg Breathtakingly Beautiful.
Another reviewer, Sister Joan Chittister says the introduction aloneis worth the price of the book. | couldnt agree
more.| read Ellsbergs All Saints many years ago, a book that started me on a new stage of my lifesjourney, Seven
years ago | discovered this volume of his devoted exclusively to women saints. | only read afew of them at the time.
However having resumed reading them recently | believe Im prepared even more now to appreciate their value, as |
reflect on what models and heroes our young granddaughters have now for their unique journeys and will adopt as
they mature in the coming years.Ellsberg has a knack of capturing singular qualities of the lives of these women that
make them worthy examples of how in avariety of circumstances, by linking ones strengths to societys needs, an
individual can make a difference, with courage, patience and perseverance. And variety is certainly characteristic of
the selection of women that Ellsberg profiles. Initially | went to the biography of Dorothy Day, one of my favorite
Americans, and one whom Pope Francis named in his recent American visit as an admirable American Cathalic.
Ellsberg knew Day, an American, journalist, social activist and co-founder of the Catholic Worker, when he served as
avery young editor for the paper she started, The Catholic Worker.These biographies are organized according to the
Beatitudes of Jesus. Ellsberg points out how these womens lives exemplified these unique qualities which Jesus holds
up as the measuring rod for being one of his disciples. Mary, Mother of Jesus, is the first profiled. Among others are
women who are vowed religious, well known by many Catholic Christians, such as Therese of Lisieux and Teresa of
Avila,Clare of Assisi, and Hildegard of Bingen, as well as married women such as Catherine de Hueck Doherty and
Evelyn Underhill, and single women such as Emily Dickenson, Edel Quinn, Caryll Houselander and Joan of Arc.The
panoply of heroines portrayed is not limited to Catholics, as some of the above-mentioned illustrate. He also includes
some who are not Christian, careful not to presume to name them with any particularly Christian vocabulary. Thus we
read about the lives of Etty Hillesum, Anne Frank and Simone Weil.By reading about these outstanding women, you
could really do yourself afavor and perhaps also may be inspired to explore how your unique gifts can be used to their
fullest in your own life.l recommend this book highly.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great
book!By beachnikA really fun and informative book. | got one for myself and then one for my sister for her birthday.
We both are totally enjoying this book. Highly recommend.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well
writtenBy E. AdamsBought as a present for my granddaughter to show her the diverse ways women have chosen to
livetheir lives.

Winner of three Catholic Press Awards. The best-selling author of All Saints presents this new collection of devotional
sketches on historys greatest women. From Joan of Arc to Anne Frank to Mary Magdalene, Ellsberg offersinsights
into the lives of women that inspire us.

"Robert Ellsberg doesit all again--and with magnificence!" -- Richard Rohr,OFM Center for Action and
Contemplation, Author of Everything BelongsThis book makes a serious contribution to the newly emerging
consciousness of the full equality of women. -- Joan Chittister, OSBAbout the AuthorFrom 1975-80 Robert Ellsberg
was part of the Catholic Worker community in New Y ork, working with Dorothy Day during the last five years of her
life, and serving for two years as managing editor of the Catholic Worker newspaper. He has devoted much of hislife
to promoting Days life and legacy, editing Dorothy Day: Selected Writings, The Duty of Delight: The Diaries of
Dorothy Day, and All the Way to Heaven: Selected Letters of Dorothy Day. Aside from his two Crossroad titles, he
has also written The Saints Guide to Happiness, and edited anthol ogies of Gandhi, Thich Nhat Hanh, Charles de
Foucauld, and Flannery OConnor. Since 1987 he has served as Editor-in-Chief and Publisher of Orbis Books.



