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Professor R. Andrew Chesnut : Born Again in Brazil: The Pentecostal Boom and the Pathogens of Poverty 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Born Again in Brazil: 
The Pentecostal Boom and the Pathogens of Poverty: 

8 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A SOLID READBy AHWI found this book quite interesting. I do 
not have a backgroung in religion or Latin American studies and found the book very enjoyable. I found myself 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813524067


reading until my eyes were done.I recommend it without reservation.

.

From the Back CoverA spiritual revolution is transforming the religious landscape of Latin America. Evangelical 
Protestantism, particularly Pentecostalism, has replaced Catholicism as the leading religion in thousands of barrios on 
the urban periphery. But in few Latin American nations have Protestants multiplied as rapidly as in Brazil. What 
accounts for this rise? Combining historical, political, and ethnographic research, R. Andrew Chestnut shows that the 
relationship between faith healing and illness in the conversion process is integral to the popularity of Pentecostalism 
among Brazil's poor. He augments his analysis of the economic and political factors with extensive interview material 
to capture his informants' conversion experience. In doing so, he presents both a historical framework for a broad 
understanding of Pentecostalism in Latin America and insight into the personal motivations and beliefs of the crentes 
themselves. 


