
[Read ebook] Brave Companions: Portraits In History

Brave Companions: Portraits In History

David McCullough 
DOC | *audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF | ePub

#18230 in Books McCullough, David 1992-11-01 1992-11-01Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.44 x .60 
x 5.50l, .73 #File Name: 0671792768240 pagesSimon Schuster | File size: 15.Mb

David McCullough : Brave Companions: Portraits In History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Brave Companions: Portraits In History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good but not greatBy CustomerThe first part of this book was 
excellent in that it described people and stories that I had never heard. But the book became less interesting as it 
continued. McCullough is a great writer and I enjoy his books immensely. This one did not measure up to his others 
for me.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not up to his high standardsBy Bob LamonsI love David 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0671792768


McCullough, but this is my least favorite of his books. His magic is developing characters and making you feel you're 
there in the room. These short stories don't quite get you there.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. We 
American's can be great.By CindyGNever knew we hd so many brilliant people in our country. Just ordinary people 
that did see amazing things. Very easy read.

From Alexander von Humboldt to Charles and Anne Lindbergh, these are stories of people of great vision and daring 
whose achievements continue to inspire us today, brilliantly told by master historian David McCullough.The 
bestselling author of Truman and John Adams, David McCullough has written profiles of exceptional men and women 
past and present who have not only shaped the course of history or changed how we see the world but whose stories 
express much that is timeless about the human condition. Here are Alexander von Humboldt, whose epic explorations 
of South America surpassed the Lewis and Clark expedition; Harriet Beecher Stowe, the little woman who made the 
big war; Frederic Remington; the extraordinary Louis Agassiz of Harvard; Charles and Anne Lindbergh, and their 
fellow long-distance pilots Antoine de Saint-Exupry and Beryl Markham; Harry Caudill, the Kentucky lawyer who 
awakened the nation to the tragedy of Appalachia; and David Plowden, a present-day photographer of vanishing 
America. Different as they are from each other, McCulloughs subjects have in common a rare vitality and sense of 
purpose. These are brave companions: to each other, to David McCullough, and to the reader, for with rare storytelling 
ability McCullough brings us into the times they knew and their very uncommon lives.

From Publishers WeeklyDespite the diversity of their interests and achievements, the men and women profiled in this 
collection of 17 essays by bestselling historian McCullough ( The Great Bridge ; The Path Between the Seas ) had a 
lot in common. Whether scientist (Louis Agassiz, Alexander von Humboldt), engineer (John and Washington 
Roebling), writer (Harriet Beecher Stowe, Conrad Aiken) or artist (Frederic Remington), each had a special 
perspective that continues to influence us. A skilled portraitist, McCullough vibrantly captures these viewpoints as he 
relates their impact on his own thought. Produced over 20 years, the essays unfold seamlessly to reveal the uniqueness 
of individuals whose "work and interests are inspiriting forces." History Book Club and QPB alternates. Copyright 
1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalYA-- McCullough's compendium of fascinating 
mini-biographies is a sheer delight, and will hold the attention of many history and science students. In this distillation 
of over 20 years of his shorter essays, the author chose individuals who are distinctive for their contributions to 
culture. The 17 biographies highlight the fields of social work, etymology, architecture, literature, and history, all of 
which are interconnected in memorable ways. The book maintains strong reader interest because of an intelligent, 
practiced, precise style combined with a wise and rich choice of subject. Familiar figures such as Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, Miriam Rothschild, and Teddy Roosevelt share space with lesser-known individuals--but all are people who 
merit admiration. Superb storytelling with a unique slant makes this work a strong acquisition for all collections.- 
Carol Beall, Immanuel Christian School, Springfield, VACopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus 
sLyrical historical homages--many drawn from magazines such as Life, etc., to both people and events, by eminent 
historian McCullough (Mornings on Horseback, 1981, etc.). The destinies of McCullough's human subjects unfold 
from their character and landscape. Enlivened here by the author's lyrical prose, these men and women embody the 
pioneering spirit in a multitude of pursuits: science (Alexander von Humboldt, Louis Agassiz, Miriam Rothschild); 
construction (a dual portrait of John Augustus Roebling and Washington Roebling); aviation-writing (a group portrait 
of Antoine de Saint Exupry, Beryl Markham, Charles and Anne Lindbergh). Not all the pieces, though, encapsulate 
historical figures: there's an essay on world history since 1936, a speech celebrating the bicentennial of Congress, and 
a personal reminiscence of novelist Conrad Richter. The quality, meanwhile, varies: Two articles on the Brooklyn 
Bridge are fascinating footnotes to McCullough's The Great Bridge (1972), but a piece on idiosyncratic naturalist 
Miriam Rothschild (``My microscope is my marijuana'') begs for more development, while one on the relationship 
between Theodore Roosevelt and Marquis de Mors even rambles. Other subjects are Harriet Beecher Stowe, as 
unwitting author of the abolitionist manifesto; Frederic Remington, as self- taught artist of the Wild West; Harry 
Monroe Caudill, as crusader against strip-mining interests; David Plowden, as photographer- historian of vanishing 
aspects of America; and the history- conscious city of Washington, D.C. Shortcomings apart, a fine gallery of diverse 
and yet subtly connected companion pieces (``no subject is ever one subject,'' says McCullough) that serve their 
subjects well. -- Copyright 1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. 


