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From Oxford University Press : Buddhism: The Illustrated Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Buddhism: The Illustrated Guide: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. One of the best overviews I've readBy SabsI teach World Religions 
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and have done a lot of reading. This book is my favorite so far in how well it explains Buddhist philosophy. It's also 
succinct without giving up depth, strange as that sounds. Highly recommend!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. A good overviewBy M. A. MillerThis book's layout is quite unique for a text book. Each page details a certain 
aspect of Buddhism, so it is more of a reference book, not necessarily a great book for beginners with no path to guide 
them along. Lots of great photos. The binding is pretty poor, after about 5 weeks of owning this book, it's falling 
apart.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MBgood book

Buddhism is a major spiritual and ethical force in the world today--and certainly one of the fastest growing religions in 
the West. Its compelling insights into human existence offer an ancient and radical alternative to the materialism of the 
modern age. More and more people are turning to Buddhism to rediscover the human and the spiritual values they find 
lacking in traditional Western religions. Now, in this strikingly illustrated and authoritative volume, general readers 
have an illuminating introduction of one of the world's great living faiths. Based on the most recent scholarship, 
Buddhism provides a vibrantly written and marvelously illustrated overview of this ancient and yet still vital religion. 
Each chapter is written by an acknowledged authority in the field. The book describes the origins and historic 
development of Buddhism as well as current trends. Perhaps most important, it explores the central, unifying 
principles of a religious and philosophical system that finds expression in an extraordinary diversity of forms, from the 
elaborate and esoteric rituals of Tantric Buddhism to the rarefied, minimalist refinement of Zen. A major section is 
devoted to an analysis of the religion's more important sacred writings. And throughout the book, magnificent 
illustrations capture the sacred art, architecture, daily practices, and symbols inspired by the Buddha and his teaching. 
Buddhism in the United States has grown dramatically. Buddhism: The Illustrated Guide offers a wealth of reference 
information that will deepen one's understanding and appreciation of this ancient Eastern faith.

From Publishers WeeklyThis illustrated guide to Buddhism skillfully embodies brains, brawn and beauty. With its 200 
full-cover photos, maps and reproductions of art and architecture, it is a gorgeous coffee-table book that also succeeds 
in being both scholarly and lively. Short topical essays, enlightening sidebars and complementary photo cutlines grace 
almost every two-page spread. In four major sections ("Origins," "Principles and Practice," "Holy Writings" and 
"Buddhism Today"), general editor and University of Vermont religion professor Trainor and his five contributors 
craft a rich mosaic of Buddhism, from its specific cultural roots to its global resonances today. Many facets of 
Buddhism's diamond are held to light, including Buddha's "wondrous birth," ethics, visualization, saints and teachers, 
women, meditation centers, socially engaged Buddhism and timely groups such as Falun Gong. Picture researcher Cee 
Weston-Baker deserves special mention for the carefully selected, handsome photographs and art reproductions that 
offer much more than retail allure. These places, spaces and rituals inform the work beyond normal measure, 
revealing, for example, the robust tenderness of a young Burmese boy about to become ordained as he sheds the 
symbolic Buddha's princely robes for the simple ones of a monk. China, Sri Lanka, Tibet, India, Hawaii and the 
United States are but some of the featured locales in this rich evidence of "right effort." This book will prove useful to 
the curious, the scholar and the devotee. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalPublic, academic, and school librarians will find it difficult to categorize this profusely illustrated encyclopedic 
introduction to the Buddhist world, both past and present. But whatever definition they choose, most should find a 
home for it in their collections. Trainor (Univ. of Vermont; Relics, Ritual, and Representation in Buddhism) and five 
academic colleagues draw upon current scholarship to describe the origins, principles, practices, holy writings, and 
current trends among the major schools and regional variations of this ancient belief. The contributors treat most topics 
in a few pages, providing a highly accessible text (the discussion of prajna Buddhist wisdom or insight is the clearest 
yet encountered by this reviewer) sparked by stunning color photographs or illustrations of temples, statues, artifacts, 
texts, ceremonies, and maps. Though far from comprehensive, this work is recommended as an excellent, one-volume 
supplement to Charles Prebish's Historical Dictionary of Buddhism (Scarecrow Pr., 1993) and Christmas Humphreys's 
A Popular Dictionary of Buddhism (McGraw Hill-NTC, 1997). James R. Kuhlman, Univ. of North Carolina Lib., 
Asheville Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. "Skillfully embodies brains, brawn, and beauty.... A 
gorgeous coffee-table book that also succeeds in being both scholarly and lively... This book will prove useful to the 
curious, the scholar and the devotee."--Publishers Weekly (Starred ) "Public, academic, and school librarians willfind 
it difficult to categorize this profusely illustrated encyclopedic introduction to the Buddhist world, both past and 
present...A highly accessible text (the discussion of pranja--Buddhist wisdom or insight--is the clearest yet 
encountered by this reviewer.)--Library Journal"A beautifully illustrated encyclopedia of this living faith...From the 
esoteric rituals of Tantric Buddhism to the minimalistic refinement of Zen, this book is for anyone interested in 
learning more about this ancient spiritual tradition."--New Living ""Historical, spiritual, rich, and lush...This is a 
beautifully guided environment in which to learn, and it instills much the same awe and humility I felt when I first 
offered alms to a monk."--NAPRA Buddhism: The Illustrated Guide" is inclusive of all readers. All will be 
enlightened by its teachings."--Best Books"If one is looking for both a coffee table book on Buddhism and a good 
source on its history and theology, one cannot go wrong purchasing this volume."--American Reference Book Annual 
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