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Francis J. Bremer : Building a New Jerusalem: John Davenport, a Puritan in Three Worlds  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Building a New Jerusalem: John Davenport, 
a Puritan in Three Worlds: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. An extrordinary addition to American historyBy Churchill 
davenportBuilding a New Jerusalem was very interesting in learning about early colonial history through a 
biographical form . From this vantage point I felt connected to this history and time in a more personal way . The 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300179138


history of John Davenport will not be described in a simplified negative way again! Dr ,Bremer has obviously spent 
his entire life researching this period and how the history in England and Holland influenced the shaping of New 
England. The documentation with primary research made this history unquestionably authentic .A book that will be 
used by scholars for generations to come .An extrorrdinary accomplishment to American history.3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. Practicing PuritanismBy Robert C. SellersTHE SCARLET LETTER shapes popular 
opinion about how Puritanism was practiced. However, Nathaniel Hawthorne depicted a Puritanism that never was. 
BUILDING A NEW JERUSALEM is nowhere near as much fun to read, but it faithfully traces decisions that had to 
be made, how they were made, and the satisfactions and disappointments that followed. Read in conjuction with the 
detailed court records of the colony and other contemporary narratives, the New Haven Colony comes to life.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. An interesting and worthwhile read, but not up to ...By S. JonesAn 
interesting and worthwhile read, but not up to the standard of Bremer's Winthrop biography. Here he feels no need to 
define terms (some of them not to be found on the internet, or if so with clearly different meaning), and he zigzags 
back and forth in time, often repeating himself.

John Davenport, who cofounded the colony of New Haven, has been neglected in studies that view early New England 
primarily from a Massachusetts viewpoint. Francis J. Bremer restores the clergyman to importance by examining 
Davenports crucial role as an advocate for religious reform in England and the Netherlands before his emigration, his 
engagement with an international community of scholars and clergy, and his significant contributions to colonial 
America. Bremer shows that he was in many ways a remarkably progressive leader for his time, with a strong 
commitment to education for both women and men, a vibrant interest in new science, and a dedication to upholding 
democratic principles in churches at a time when many other Puritan clergymen were emphasizing the power of their 
office above all else.Bremers enlightening and accessible biography of an important figure in New England history 
provides a unique perspective on the seventeenth-century transatlantic Puritan movement.

"This, in short, is a book that anyone interested in Puritanism on either side of the Atlantic would buy and have to 
read."Peter Lake, Vanderbilt University 


