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purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Called to Communion: 
Understanding the Church Today: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A pretty good introduction to ecclesiologyBy Eric L. CrumpA pretty 
good introduction to ecclesiology, Roman Catholic style. Say what you will about Benedict XVI - he is a very bright, 
learned man who writes well. Since most of this book is based on talks he has given, it's a bit easier (a bit, mind you) 
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for us non-theology types to read and understand; plus it's not too long. Our diaconate class was assigned this book as 
an introduction to ecclesiology, and I really enjoyed it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I am amazed 
at how enthused I become every time I read ...By Samuel D. FinkAnother treasure from Pope Benedict XVI (Joseph 
Cardinal Ratzinger). Very insightful and urged me to search my soul. I am amazed at how enthused I become every 
time I read one of his books.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A magnificent classical theologicalBy 
Daniel Ben RosaliUndoubtedly, this is a magnificent classical theological with a biblical and ecclesial exegesis. It also 
gives us a very accurate explanation of what happened in the Church {ecclesial exegesis} (especially in the Vatican) 
during its different periods or seasons, which he was involved in one way or another.

This is a book of wisdom and insight that explains how providential are the trials through which the Catholic Church is 
now passing. The need of the Papal Primacy to ensure Christian unity; the true meaning of the Priesthood as a 
sacrament and not a mere ministry; the necessity of the Eucharist as the Sacrifice of the Savior now offering Himself 
on our altars; the role of the Bishops as successors of the Apostles, united with the successor of St. Peter, the Bishop of 
Rome; the value of suffering in union with Christ crucified; the indispensable service of the laity in the apostolate - all 
these themes receive from Cardinal Ratzinger new clarity and depth.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: GermanAbout the AuthorJoseph Ratzinger (Benedict 
XVI) is recognized as one of the most brilliant theologians and spiritual leaders of our age. As pope he authored the 
best-selling Jesus of Nazareth. Prior to his pontificate, he wrote many influential books important for the contemporary 
Church, such as Introduction to Christianity and The Spirit of the Liturgy. 


