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David Smith : Camden 1780: The annihilation of Gates Grand Army (Campaign)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Camden 1780: The annihilation of Gates Grand Army 
(Campaign): 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Samuel L. McdonaldGood Read0 of 2 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Charles OckrassaAs anticipated8 of 8 people found the following review 
helpful. The road from Charlestown to Camden...By HMS WarspiteThe Battle of Camden in 1780 was supposed to be 
an opportunity for military glory for General Horatio Gates, hero of the Battle of Saratoga and rival to General 
Washington. A rare meeting engagement between British and American forces on the night of 15-16 August turned 
into a set piece fight on the morning of 16 August, in a pine forest near Camden, South Carolina. What happened next 
determined the fate in uniform of General Gates, and, oddly, put the British Southern Army under Cornwallis on the 
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road to Yorktown."Camden 1780" is an Osprey Campaign Series book, authored by David Smith, with illustrations by 
Graham Turner. The author presents the Battle of Camden firmly within the context of the British Southern Strategy 
against the rebellious Thirteen Colonies. His narrative includes a detailed account of the siege of Charlestown and the 
subsequent British campaign to suppress the rebels in the Carolina backcountry. The Battle of Camden itself turns out 
not quite to have been the instant rout often presented in the history books.This is a nuanced presentation, full of the 
challenges for the respective commanders and the difficulties of terrain and a badly divided population. Not least of 
these challenges, for both sides, was integrating the few available regular troops with a variety of militia and irregular 
units operating in region. The narrative is nicely supported by an excellent selection of period and modern 
illustrations, maps, and battle diagrams. Highly recommended as a concise but informative read on the topic.

Following the disastrous defeat of John Burgoyne's army at Saratoga, the British were forced to rethink their strategy 
for ending the American Revolutionary War. A new commander-in-chief, Sir Henry Clinton, was instructed to shift 
the focus of the war to the southern colonies.The new theatre brought the British their most comprehensive victory of 
the war at Charleston, but subduing the entire region was a herculean task, which Clinton left in the hands of his 
subordinate, Lord Cornwallis. Aware that his small army would be unable to defend the vast area he was responsible 
for, Cornwallis chose to go on the offensive, seeking out the remnants of organised resistance.Marching to meet him 
was Horatio Gates at the head of his 'Grand Army'. When the two forces met, at Camden on the morning of 16 August 
1780, Cornwallis won a famous victory and the pacification of the south seemed to be unfolding exactly as planned. 
Packed with maps and full-colour artwork, this comprehensive account is a vivid portrayal of Britain's last great 
military triumph of the war.

"Osprey books are known for their excellent maps and lavish illustrations, including original artwork. This volume has 
both in abundance. The text is concise yet detailed, focusing on the subject matter in questions. This book offers 
comprehensive coverage not only of the Battle of Camden, but also the outcome of the batter." - Military 
HeritageAbout the AuthorDavid Smith is a graduate of the Military Studies master's degree program at the University 
of Chester. Having studied and worked in the United States, he has a special interest in American military history, 
especially the Civil War and the War of Independence. He now lives in Chester, UK. 


