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Ross Phares : Cavalier in the Wilderness  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Cavalier in the Wilderness: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful American Colonial HistoryBy Michael E. 
FitzgeraldAlmost no one has ever heard of Louis Juchereau de St. Denis. Born in Canada and assisting in founding the 
initial French settlements of Biloxi and Mobile on the American Gulf Coast, he would go on to become the guiding 
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force on the Louisiana - Texas frontier. Sent by Pierre Le Moyne Sieur d'Iberville, Louisiana's founder, to explore west 
central Louisiana, St. Denis would found Natchitoches in 1714, the oldest city within the subsequent Louisiana 
Purchase almost 100 years later.From his Natchitoches base, St. Denis would maintain a dominant position in the 
affairs of the Spanish, French and, in particular, the Native Americans for 40 years. He would reopen Spain's missions 
in East Texas, trade extensively with the Comanche, Apache, Caddo, Osage, Wichita, Kansa and Kiowa among others 
and establish wide ranging, yet surreptitious, commerce between Spain and France, all while managing France's affairs 
so impeccably that he would be knighted. Along the way he would reestablish Spain's El Camino Real, the 1,000 mile 
trading thoroughfare stretching from Saltillo, Mexico to Natchitoches, Louisiana, assist in the location and settlement 
of San Antonio, Texas and manage ground troops in the capture of Pensacola, Florida during the French-Spanish war 
along the Gulf Coast.Written 50 years ago (and thus a bit stale in style), this work by Ross Phares does a very good job 
of relating the earliest history of today's States of Texas and Louisiana. St. Denis was an impact player of his time. It 
was he who determined that Texas should be Spanish, not French, and ultimately, over 200 years later, that the Sabine 
River boundary he established between those colonies so many years ago would be the exact State boundary between 
Texas and Louisiana today!This is a very interesting and worthwhile read.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Good!By Theresa R.I purchased this for my son as we are descendants of St. Denis. I am sure he treasures this 
book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I love historyBy thegirlzmomI purchased this because we 
found out that Jean St. Denis is one of our ancestors. I purchased this for my Grandmother but my husband and I read 
it before we gave it to her. Interesting read and interesting man.

Biography of Louis Juchereau de St. Denis (1676-1744), who founded Natchitoches.

From the Back CoverThe biography of Louis Juchereau de St. Denis, the man chosen by France to preside over the 
region of Texas and Louisiana during the early 1700s. One of the most notable figures in the early history of the 
Lower Mississippi Valley, St. Denis was an outstanding diplomat-soldier-administrator, successfully keeping the 
Spanish at bay, maintaining peace with the Indians of the area, and promoting international trade.About the 
AuthorRoss Phares is also the author of Texas Tradition [pb (F)], Cavalier in the Wilderness [pb (F)], and Reverend 
Devil: Master Criminal of the Old South [pb(F)], all of which are published by Pelican. He is a native of Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 


