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Kathy Peiss : Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cheap Amusements: Working 
Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Peiss does a great job writing hereBy EricRead this for a History 
Class. I found this book so interesting. Peiss does a great job writing here.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. or popular culture will find this book a great read!By Sharon I AmmenThis is a well-written, well-researched 
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book that delves into history which most of us know very little about. It analyzes the tensions between the "new 
women" of the turn-of-the-century who want to explore the world of leisure on their own and their elders who still 
think women should live up to the Victorian ideal. Anyone interested in the history of New York, feminism, theatre, or 
popular culture will find this book a great read!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. greatBy Customernot 
a scratch

What did young, independent women do for fun and how did they pay their way into New York City's turn-of-the-
century pleasure places? Cheap Amusements is a fascinating discussion of young working women whose meager 
wages often fell short of bare subsistence and rarely allowed for entertainment expenses. Kathy Peiss follows working 
women into saloons, dance halls, Coney Island amusement parks, social clubs, and nickelodeons to explore the culture 
of these young women between 1880 and 1920 as expressed in leisure activities. By examining the rituals and styles 
they adopted and placing that culture in the larger context of urban working-class life, she offers us a complex picture 
of the dynamics shaping a working woman's experience and consciousness at the turn-of-the-century. Not only does 
her analysis lead us to new insights into working-class culture, changing social relations between single men and 
women, and urban courtship, but it also gives us a fuller understanding of the cultural transformations that gave rise to 
the commercialization of leisure. The early twentieth century witnessed the emergence of "heterosocial 
companionship" as a dominant ideology of gender, affirming mixed-sex patterns of social interaction, in contrast to the 
nineteenth century's segregated spheres. Cheap Amusements argues that a crucial part of the "reorientation of 
American culture" originated from below, specifically in the subculture of working women to be found in urban dance 
halls and amusement resorts.

"Cheap Amusements take[s] us beyond the flat stereotypes of 19th-century poor and laboring women.... Peiss' 
extensive research provides us with a wealth of details about amusements parks, early silent-movie plots, and dance 
styles in the working-class dance palaces of the city. She traces the development of Coney Island from a male-
recreation bastion of gambling houses, saloons, and brothels to a mixed-sex resort of concert halls, dance pavilions, 
and variety shows where women occupied the audience as well as the stage.... Peiss places prostitution within the 
context of a range of exchanges between women and men...[which] gave women access to more of the world than their 
wages alone could bring them, but they also enforced their dependency and rendered them vulnerable to coercion and 
exploitation." Lisa Duggan, Ms. Magazine 


