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Chad Meister, James Stump : Christian Thought: A Historical Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Christian Thought: A Historical Introduction: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Think Like A Christian- If You Claim To Be OneBy PRThis book is 
a great summary of and introduction to the formation of Christian thought. It traces creeds, various counsels and 
synods, early debates, and development of what would become Christianity as recognized today. Each chapter ends 
with suggestions for further reading which is always a plus. One learns here that the true Christian has always endured 
severe persecution. Commentaries and other literature which are taken for granted in todays world of information 
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accessibility were brought to us through the pain of torture, the rack, the stake, drowning, strangulation, and many 
other unimaginable horrors. It is truly amazing what humans will do to other humans over differences in thought. 
Coming into the 20th century, the books treatment of Karl Barth is worthy of note. Barth paid dearly for his stand 
against Hitler and the Nazis. It is significant that Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a student of Barths. The book moves 
forward to the current state of postmodern culture. This book is an excellent source for the evangelical Christian of our 
day who desires to know how Christian thought arrived at where it is today.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Christian though reviewBy DSSGreat Book, great condition! It's just what I need for my Theology course. 
The author did a great job making things clear and understandable. Highly recommended for Theology majors.5 of 7 
people found the following review helpful. I feel like I know something about ChristianityBy J. FisherThis book is 
told as a story of Christianity. What emerges from the 500 pages of well managed material is a memorable account of 
the origins of the doctrines, denominations and beliefs that make up Christianity today. The authors effectively 
navigate the maze of differing ideas and interpretations with both sensitivity and clarity to provide a well ordered and 
understandable account of an otherwise endless subject.

The story of Christian thought is essential to understanding Christian faith today and the last two millennia of world 
history. This fresh and lively introduction explores the central ideas, persons, events, and movements that gave rise to 
Christian thought, from early beginnings to its present forms. By highlighting the important but often neglected role of 
women and the influence of non-Christian ideas and movements, this book provides a broader context for 
understanding the history of Christian ideas and their role in shaping our world. This work chronicles the impressive 
developments of Christian thinking which arose from these contexts and have transcended the ages. Christian 
Thought: provides an overview of the context of Christianitys origin, including discussion of the influence of 
Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans in the ancient world and the founding figures of Jesus and Paul explores the major 
events and figures of the history of Christian thought, while drawing attention to significant voices which have often 
been suppressed analyses the impact on Christian thought of widely discussed events such as The Great Schism, the 
Scientific Revolution, and Modernism surveys contemporary trends such as fundamentalism, feminism, and 
postmodernism. Complete with illustrations, timelines and maps, this is an ideal resource for anyone wanting to learn 
more about the development of Christian thought and its influence over the centuries.

"Most works on the history of Christian thought are written by historians. What makes Christian Thought: A Historical 
Introduction especially valuable is that its authors are philosophically trained theologians. Accordingly, while not 
setting aside important issues of historical context, Meister and Stump are highly successful in getting at the inner 
logic of the ideas that flow throughout Christian history. The book is user-friendly with excellent charts, summary 
points, and clarity of style, and it is an intellectually rich treatment of its subject matter. I highly recommend it." J. P. 
Moreland, Talbot School of Theology, USA "Meister and Stump have produced an impressive volume. Their writing 
is clear and their presentation is even-handed. Every writer of an introductory text has to wrestle with what to include 
and what to omit. Meister and Stump have done an admirable job focusing on what is essential without losing a sense 
of the nuance, detail, and narrative of the history of Christian thought. Also impressive is the way that they have 
woven into their account some of the lost voices in Christian history and that they have done so without diminishing 
the importance of traditional figures and loci. The inclusion of maps, timelines, and study questions maximizes this 
volumes usefulness as a textbook. Highly recommended!" James Beilby, Professor of Systematic and Philosophical 
Theology, Bethel University, Minnesota, USA "This ambitious and far-reaching volume surpasses other introductions 
to Christianity in its combination of depth and scope, and its attentiveness to the contributions of women, of different 
liberationists, and, indeed, of Jews and Muslims, to Christian thought. Its focus is not the Church or Christian 
movements or practice, but theology. It brings the story of theology alive by telling it through the people and 
circumstances in which theological understanding has been demanded, mined, sculpted and honed." - Harriet Harris, 
Member of the Faculty of Theology, University of Oxford, and Chaplain of Wadham College, Oxford "Focusing on 
both key individuals as well as broader movements, the authors demonstrate a skill for portraying the nuances of 
Christian thought, its context, and a spectrum of scholarly opinions on various topics in an accessible fashion. The 
result is a highly useful resource for students and scholars alike the clarity with which Meister and Stump write on 
such a variety of subjects is admirable, as is their fair-minded analysis and inclusive approach." D.A. Schmidt, 
Princeton Theological Seminary,USA, Journal of the Evangelical Theological SocietyAbout the AuthorChad Meister 
is Professor in the School of Religion and Philosophy atBethel College inIndiana. His previous publications include 
Introducing Philosophy of Religion (Routledge, 2009) and The Cambridge Companion to Christian Philosophical 
Theology (Cambridge University Press, 2010). J. B. Stump is also Professor in the School of Religion and Philosophy 
atBethel College in Indiana. His research is in the history of ideas and in the field of science and religion. He is co-
editor of the forthcoming Blackwell Companion to Science and Christianity. 


