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Justo L. Gonzlez, Ondina E. Gonzlez : Christianity in Latin America: A History  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Christianity in Latin America: A History: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent historyBy Doug ErlandsonJusto Gonzalez is best known 
for his two-volume "The Story of Christianity" and his three-volume "A History of Christian Thought." In 
"Christianity in Latin America" he and Ondina Gonzalez apply their skills as historians and story-tellers to create an 
easy-to-read and interesting yet meaty work on a topic that is often neglected. Many histories of Christianity give no 
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more than a chapter to the history of Latin America. The Gonzalezes have admirably filled in the gap.Beginning with a 
short introduction (that should not be overlooked, since it provides a brief overview of the main issues to be covered), 
"Christianity in Latin America" goes on to briefly describe the Latin America setting at the time when the first 
Europeans entered the land. There follows a discussion of the arrival of Christianity, how the faith was shaped by the 
institutional church, the religious orders, and so forth, the various reform movements in the church, the struggles 
within the church, and the church's role after Latin American became independent of Spain.The part of the book is 
primarily about the Roman Catholic presence in Latin America. The rest of the book shifts to a discussion of the 
Protestant presence in Latin America, beginning with a description of the immigration from the Protestant areas of 
Europe as well as from North America, followed by a discussion of the Protestant missionaries to Latin America and 
the conflicts that resulted. The book then returns to a discussion of the effect of Vatican II on Latin American 
Catholicism and the rise of Pentecostalism and other movements in recent decades.This is a must read for anyone 
interested in acquiring an overview of the history of the church in Latin America.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy dipGood0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy pastor 
MartinezGreat book from a Latino/a perspective!

Christianity has had an undeniable impact on Latin America, which has in turn transformed Christianity itself. 
Focusing on this mutually constitutive relationship, Christianity in Latin America presents the important encounters 
between people, ideas, and events of this large, heterogeneous subject. This book offers an accessible and engaging 
review of the history of Christianity in Latin America with a widely ecumenical focus to foster understanding of the 
various forces shaping both Christianity and the region.

"Ondina and Justo Gonzalez provide a good general overview of the history of Christianity in Latin 
America...Gonzalez and Gonzalez summarize the depth and complexity of Latin American Christian history in a 
single, digestible volume." --Matthew Aaron Tennant, University of Oxford: Anglican Theological About the 
AuthorOndina E. Gonzlez is visiting professor at Agnes Scott College and Emory University. She is co-editor of the 
forthcoming Raising an Empire: Children in Early Modern Iberia and Colonial Latin America.Justo L. Gonzlez has 
taught historical theology at various institutions, including Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico, Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University, and Columbia Theological Seminary. For the past thirty years, he has developed 
programs for the theological education of Hispanics. His numerous books on church history have been translated into 
several languages and are widely used throughout the world. 


