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Douglas Preston : Cities of Gold: A Journey Across the American Southwest  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cities of Gold: A Journey Across the American Southwest: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. can't explain the problemBy CustomerThis is a great travel 
adventure and one of Douglas Prestons best. Up their with his new one, Lost city of the monkey god. But there is one 
glearing problem, I read the Kindel version with all the great pictures that Walter took, they add so much to the text 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0826320864


and like I do when a Kindel book is really good I order the hard cover to put in my library, but when I received it there 
were no pictures and no one at knew why or how to get the book with the pictures. They just kept telling me they 
didn't know how to get it and that they didn't know who could help. really let me down.To bad it would be a geat 
book.Bill Pace0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. WonderfulBy Michael D. SweeneyWhat else can I 
say?Of course, I like history, and have enjoyed a travel book here and there, and love the deserts (although my 
experience is the Mohave, not Arizona/New Mexico).He rides, falls off (and has other hilarious struggles whilst 
learning how to handle horses on an epic journey), talks to lots of people, and "digresses" into loads and loads of 
history, from the very recent (small town boom-and-bust, new developments moving in to old ranch land) to 
prehistoric (although the amateur archaeologist in me cringes every time he collects an arrowhead and takes it with 
him).And if that isn't exciting you then you aren't the target readership. I was and am and I loved it.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. I Loved Reading This Book!By CustomerI loved this book! Not only was it very well 
written, but it was packed full of interesting facts. And not only facts about Coronado and that time period, but 
interesting facts throughout the past couple hundred years. There are not many books that I read a second time, but this 
will be one of them. Only suggestion is that if you want to follow it along, download a map of Coronado's route. Like 
most books, the included map could be better. I have told just about everyone I know about how great this book is!

This riveting true story recounts the authors journey on horseback across Arizona and New Mexico, retracing 
Coronados desperate search for the legendary Seven Cities of Gold. First published in 1992 and now available only 
from UNM Press, this classic adventure tale reveals the Southwest as it was when Europeans first saw it and shows 
how much, and how little, it has changed. The great myth of the American West, Preston writes, is that there was a 
winning of it.

From Publishers WeeklyThe Old West's last glimmers flicker through this piercingly beautiful adventure, an 
unforgettable saga in which Preston, astride his horse Popeye, traverses the desert and mountain wilderness of Arizona 
and New Mexico, retracing the trailblazing 1540-1541 expedition of Spanish explorer Francisco Vasquez de 
Coronado. Accompanied by a photographer friend, former Natural History columnist Preston (Dinosaurs in the Attic ) 
talks with Navahos, Zunis, Acomas, ranchers, cowboys, prospectors and rattlesnake hunters. His text shuttles back and 
forth in time, from the complex prehistoric civilization of the Anasazi Indians to the U.S. war against Apache chief 
Geronimo, whose followers were deported as prisoners of war to Florida, to the cautionary tale of a once-lush New 
Mexico valley (larger than Connecticut) reduced to desert by cattle herding and the clear-cutting of timber. In place of 
the mythical winning of the West, Preston unfolds a harrowing tale of loss. History Book Club alternate. Copyright 
1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalWith a friend, Preston ( Dinosaurs in the Attic: The Behind-
the-Scenes Story of the American Museum of Natural History , LJ 10/15/86), attempted to follow Coronado's 1540-41 
exploration of the Southwest. This book is an account of their journey through Arizona and New Mexico in the spring 
of 1989. It is both history text and adventure yarn. It is also a good current cultural geography of the region, written in 
an entertaining as well as educational style. Preston succeeds in giving the reader a real feel for the country, as it is 
today and as it was 450 years ago. A map and a decent bibliography complement the text. Recommended for travel 
and history collections. History Book Club alternate.- Thomas K. Fry, UCLA Libs.Copyright 1992 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. A fearful, fascinating tale. --Los Angeles Times 


