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The Exploration for Real and Mythical Treasuresin the AmericasFor half a millennium, stories of vast treasureskl
Dorado, Manoa, the Seven Cities of Cibola, the Lost Dutchman Minehave been part of the lore of the Americas. Long
before the Europeans set foot in the New World, myths and rumors of fabulous wealth in distant lands, such asthe
kingdom of Prester John, were told and retold so often that they were assumed to be true. When Spanish explorers first
made contact with the Aztec and Inca civilizations, they found cultures that were literally dripping with gold. This
evidence made it easy to believe the native stories of even greater wealth just beyond the horizon. In these uncharted
lands, dreamers sought their fortunes: Francisco de Coronado ranged over the North American plains in search of the
elusive Quivira; Gonzalo Pizarro, brother of the Incan conqueror, and Lope Aguirre, the Wrath of God, were both part
of ill-fated expeditions in search of El Dorado; and Leonard Clark walked out of the Amazon after World War Il with
gold and claimed he had found that fabled kingdom.
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