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Edmund Morris : Colonel Roosevelt  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Colonel Roosevelt: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. There was one Hell of a Man!By David D. LawsonThis is the 3rd 
and last of the bios of TR by Mr. Morris. While I liked "Theodore Rex" better. This book is still an excellent book 
about one of Americas best Presidents and his time after leaving the White House. Bottom line - the time left to him 
(1908-19) was not spent laying around and writings his memoirs. Not this guy! While I shall not bore with the long list 
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of stuff that he did to keep busy. Let us say that most real men would be extremely happy to have done half the stuff in 
their entire life. Which T.R. did in those few years left to him. He really was a steamroller in Trousers. I myself would 
like to have what one man said about his death. "Roosevelt must of been asleep when he died. Or there would of been 
a fight."0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Unexpected RevealBy TadEdmund Morris continues to 
amaze me. Roosevelt was a difficult subject, not at all the Great American Without Blemish that I was brought up to 
revere. And yet, despite his monumental flaws, which Morris does not paper over, his basic goodness and vision fill 
the volume. The second volume, Theodore Rex, shows TR to indeed be a hero. The first volume is plainly scary. This 
last volume follows the man, his best attributes as well as his thunderous flaws, down the slope of life.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. My Second Favorite Book of the Edmund Morris Trilogy on TRBy JeffGoing into 
this read, I was fully expecting it to be my least favorite of the now famous Edmund Morris trilogy on Theodore 
Roosevelt. How much more could be written about this great man following his formative years and presidency? As it 
turns out, I was slightly off in my original hypothesis. It is in fact my second favorite of the trilogy, with "The Rise of 
Theodore Roosevelt" as my favorite, and "Theodore Rex" as the third place finisher in my opinion. However, "Colonel 
Roosevelt" is nearly just as good as "Rise"...much to my surprise and pleasure.As it turns out, the final decade of 
Theodore Roosevelt's life was an amazing epoch in his life. Morris does a fantastic job of describing this final period, 
in exquisite yet entertaining detail. The two most engaging tales from this period are no doubt the Colonel's 
expeditions to Africa and South America. These chapters will keep you on the edge of your seat amazed at the 
adventures of a former President of the United States. His section on his travels to Europe in 1910, meeting with an 
array of leaders and monarchs who would play out so many dramas in the coming years, was also quite interesting. I 
also found the description of the Roosevelt sons in their various war efforts to be engaging. Finally, the lead up to and 
aftermath of Roosevelt's death was quite heart wrenching and compelling. It brought the whole trilogy to a nice finale. 
Highly recommended!

This biography by Edmund Morris, the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Awardwinning author of The Rise of 
Theodore Roosevelt and Theodore Rex, marks the completion of a trilogy sure to stand as definitive. Of all our great 
presidents, Theodore Roosevelt is the only one whose greatness increased out of office. What other president has 
written forty books, hunted lions, founded a third political party, survived an assassins bullet, and explored an 
unknown river longer than the Rhine? Packed with more adventure, variety, drama, humor, and tragedy than a big 
novel, yet documented down to the smallest fact, this masterwork recounts the last decade of perhaps the most 
amazing life in American history.

From Bookmarks MagazineNow with Colonel Roosevelt, announced the New York Times, the magnum opus is 
complete. Morriss balanced examination of the final years of Roosevelts life highlights the slow but inexorable waning 
of his political and, ultimately, physical power. Equally adept at political explication and recounting adventure tales, 
Morris injects new life, and even suspense, into some familiar stories with his wry, minimalist proseperfectly suited to 
his subjects volatile personalityand an abundance of rich detail grounded in meticulous research. Although the Wall 
Street Journal took issue with Morriss political analysis, that critic still considered Colonel Roosevelt a poignant and 
factual account of the 26th Presidents postWhite House years. A tour de force befitting its seismic subject, Colonel 
Roosevelt brings this extraordinary trilogy to a triumphant end.From Booklist*Starred * Morris completes his fully 
detailed, correlatively dynamic triptych of the restless, energetic, on-the-move first President Roosevelt, following The 
Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (1979), the title self-explanatory in terms of its coverage of TRs life, and Theodore Rex 
(2001), about his presidency. Now the author presents Colonel Roosevelt, the title by which Roosevelt chose to be 
called during his postpresidential years (in reference, of course, to his military position during the Spanish-American 
War). This is the sad part of TRs life; this is the stage of his life story in which it is most difficult to accept his self-
absorption, self-importance, and self-righteousness, but it is the talent of the author, who has shown an immaculate 
understanding of his subject, to make Roosevelt of continued fascination to his readers. In essence, this volume tells 
the story of TRs path of disenchantment with his chosen successor in the White House, William Taft, and his attempt 
to resecure the presidency for himself. The important theme of TRs concomitant decline in health is also a part of the 
narrative. We are made aware most of all that of all retired presidents, TR was the least likely to fade into the 
background. --Brad Hooper Monumental . . . Morris is a stylish storyteller with an irresistible subject.The New York 
Times Book Colonel Roosevelt is compelling reading, and [Edmund] Morris is a brilliant biographer who practices his 
art at the highest level. . . . The writing is vivid in its restraint, powerful in its precision and shapely in its structure and 
vision. Morris has a way of making aspects of Roosevelts life and values relevant in both dark and bright ways. A 
moving, beautifully rendered account of Roosevelts near-death by assassination during the campaign of 1912 
resonated for this reader with all the emotion of the assassinations of our recent history.Fred Kaplan, The Washington 
PostHair-raising . . . awe-inspiring . . . a worthy close to a trilogy sure to be regarded as one of the best studies not just 
of any president, but of any American.San Francisco ChronicleReading Edmund Morris on Theodore Roosevelt is like 
listening to Yo-Yo Ma play Bach: you know from the first note youre in inspired hands.The Washingtonian[A] 



splendid and indispensable study of Americas twenty-sixth president . . . Morris is a superb chronicler of Roosevelts 
busy, peripatetic life. . . . Abraham Lincoln may embody Americas soul, but Theodore Roosevelt has Americas 
heart.Chicago TribunePraise for the classic biographies of Edmund MorrisThe Rise of Theodore RooseveltWinner of 
the Pulitzer PrizeOne of those rare works that is both definitive for the period it covers and fascinating to read for 
sheer entertainment.The New York Times Book A towering biography.TimeTheodore RexWinner of the Los Angeles 
Times Book Prize for BiographyA masterpiece . . . A great president has finally found a great biographer.The 
Washington PostAs a literary work on Theodore Roosevelt, it is unlikely ever to be surpassed. It is one of the great 
histories of the American presidency, worthy of being on a shelf alongside Henry Adamss volumes on Jefferson and 
Madison.Times Literary SupplementMagnificent . . . a compulsively readable, beautifully measured and paced 
account.Chicago Tribune 


