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T. H. Breen, Timothy D. Hall : Colonial America in an Atlantic World  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Colonial America in an Atlantic World: 

0 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Okay TimeBy C. Hartmanthis book make knowledge bigger. make 
classes not hurt. but expensive. no money for fun after. okay read though for oog.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Comprehensive If Dull -- What One Would Expect From a Text BookBy Anne MillsThis book is a 
text book, with the virtues and vices often associated with that category. On the plus side, is offers a comprehensive 
review of developments in North America prior to the American Revolution -- a wide canvas indeed. It is reasonably 
balanced, giving the histories of native Americans and of black slave -- both highly diverse groups -- an equal weight 
with that of the European settlers. And it attempts to put colonial history in the context of a wider world, a useful 
feature. But there are minuses too. The canvas is so wide that any overall sense of direction disappears in the detail, 
and the writing is pedestrian. Given the paucity of broad-focus books on this period (Oxford History of the United 
States, where is your first volume?) I'll push the rating up to a four, from the three I would have given had there been 
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more alternatives.

The book presents the Atlantic coast history as a story of interaction and adaptation among the peoples of the four 
continents, and discusses the variety of social, political, environmental, and cultural processes set in motion by 
European exploration and settlement. Beginning with a chapter on the pre-Columbian background of Europe, Africa, 
and North and South America, this lively narrative traces the history of colonial America to 1763. Covering British, 
Spanish, French, and Dutch colonization, the book examines colonial development in the North American colonies 
along the Atlantic coast and in the borderlands, the North American interior, and the Caribbean. 

From the Back CoverThe book presents the Atlantic coast history as a story of interaction and adaptation among the 
peoples of the four continents, and discusses the variety of social, political, environmental, and cultural processes set 
in motion by European exploration and settlement. Beginning with a chapter on the pre-Columbian background of 
Europe, Africa, and North and South America, this lively narrative traces the history of colonial America to 1763. 
Covering British, Spanish, French, and Dutch colonization, the book examines colonial development in the North 
American colonies along the Atlantic coast and in the borderlands, the North American interior, and the 
Caribbean.About the AuthorT. H. Breen is the William Smith Mason Professor of American History at Northwestern 
University and the author of several works of history, including The Marketplace of Revolution.Timothy Hall and 
John Mcgovern are both senior lecturers in politics at the University of East London. 


