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Felipe Fernndez-Armesto : Columbus on Himself before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Columbus on Himself:

Intended as an antidote to potted biographies and piecemeal reconstructions of his voyages, this volume draws on
judicious selections from Christopher Columbus's own writings--chronologically arranged, and trand ated into
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idiomatic English--to relate his self-perception and personal history, asfar asis possible, in his own words. The result
isafull and vivid (and often surprising) portrait of this complex man and the role he thought he was destined to play
as God's instrument on earth. Twenty-four illustrations, maps of Columbuss routes across the Atlantic and histravelsin
the West Indies, and an index further enhance thisintroduction to hislife and discoveries.

Columbus had been the subject of many biographies, but the approach of Columbus on Himself is unique. Fernndez-
Armesto has created, asfar asit is possible, an account of Christopher Columbus's life based on his own words.
Columbus left far more potentially autobiographical writings than his contemporary explorers from the age of
European expansion, but there are gaps in the record. Fernndez-Armesto has arranged Columbus's writings
chronologically so readers can see Columbus's development, and intersperses them with hisinsightful commentary.
The trandlations are Fernndez-Armesto's own. Recommended. --R. Fritze, Athens State University, in Choice



