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11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy Ashley Cunninghaml like learning about politically
incorrect history, but sadly most writers today are unorganized and seem to be pushing their agendas on their readers
without good evidence to support them. However, this was not the case in this book.Even though | have done my own
personal studying about pre-Columbian America and some of this stuff was not new to me, it was nonetheless
fascinating. Huyghe dedicates entire chapters to a specific people, and he offers good evidence for them having been

in America before Columbus. Unlike his peers, Huyghe is willing to mention problems with these theories and to show
both sides of the issue; he alows for the reader to determine if the evidence is good enough or if it's not real. The book
itself was well-written and well-organized, making it easy to read and understand.A minor nitpicky thing isthat I'm
surprised Huyghe didn't mention the Solutrean theory, which says that Europeans during the Ice Age sailed to America
along the ice sheets and settled the area several centuries before the Asiatic peoples arrived. Despite this, Huyghe was
detailed and offered some interesting facts. | really enjoyed reading this book.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. My only complaint is that | would have like more detail in several of the chaptersBy Ed AbbeyA fascinating
look at the prehistory of Americaas far as the outside world's efforts to exploreit. Thisis not a book of how the Native
Americans reached Americalong before, but how "other people”, who came afterwards, attempted to locate and define
it and what evidence they left behind. My only complaint isthat | would have like more detail in several of the
chapters. Maybe it istime for a new edition with more detail. Still, it isavery intriguing volume and | highly
recommended.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. | learned more than | ever knew...By fjl love reading
books that teach me something in a fun, well written, story like way - and thisreally doesit. It isavery enjoyable read,
and | learned more than | ever knew. | really enjoy US - American archeaology (not nearly enough written about it
except inthe "ley line" stuff) and this also gave me neat stuff to look up. | was reading it at the Dr.'s office and he
asked what on earth | was reading, and wrote down author/name - can't wait to read it. Same with my cousin, same
with a stranger at the grocery store where it was sticking up out of my bag.Thisisjust well written, well investigated,
gives good references, and really tells a good story (unlike high school or even College History). Thisiswhat keeps
people young and old interested in History, Place, and Reading.

From 200,000 B.C. to 1492, a Heretical History of Who was First... "The best book so far to answer the question "Who
discovered America?...Thisimportant, spell-binding report replaces sugar-coated myths about Columbus's invasion of
Americawith indispensable history." --Publishers Weekly "A thoughtful and challenging consideration of the many
voyagers who might have reached the Americas by sea before the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria...Well informed
and well written, always provocative if not conclusive, thisis revisionist history with a vengeance --and about time,
too." --Kirkus Reviews "Persuasively and emphatically disputes the fact that Columbus actually discovered
America...A long-overdue tribute to a score of forgotten and disregarded explorers, adventurers, and sailors. Highly
recommended..." --Booklist Patrick Huyghe is awriter, editor, and television producer. He spent two decades writing
about science for magazines from Omni to Discover; produced television documentaries for WGBH and WNET; and
is the author of nine books. He is currently the editor-in-chief of Paraview Pocket Books.

From the PublisherThisis the first paperback edition of this highly praised book. Just ook at what the reviewers have
said: "The best book so far to answer the question "Who discovered America?...Thisimportant, spell-binding report
replaces sugar-coated myths about Columbus'sinvasion of Americawith indispensable history." --Publishers Weekly
"A thoughtful and challenging consideration of the many voyagers who might have reached the Americas by sea
before the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria...Well informed and well written, always provocative if not conclusive,
thisisrevisionist history with a vengeance --and about time, too." --Kirkus s "Persuasively and emphatically disputes
the fact that Columbus actually discovered America...A long-overdue tribute to a score of forgotten and disregarded
explorers, adventurers, and sailors. Highly recommended..." --BooklistFrom the Back Coverln this provocative
examination of the popular misconceptions of history, Patrick Huyghe takes the reader on a voyage of discovery
through the substantial body of evidence that places Christopher Columbus last in along and diverse line of explorers.
What better time than the quincentennial anniversary of Columbus's arrival on this continent to take a closer look,
without prejudice or prior assumptions, at the story of the discovery of America? In this engrossing narrative, the
assembled research of archeologists, geographers, geologists, oceanographers, linguists, folklorists, ethnobotanists,
and other scholarsis used to paint afar more complex canvas than the one most of us were shown in our schooldays.
Aswe travel back through history with Huyghe, the simplistic legend that Columbus was the first to land on these
shoresis quickly and convincingly dispelled. Huyghe presents a broadened perspective of continuous waves of
migration from the Pacific, the Bering Strait, and the Atlantic as he follows the trails of the ancestors of the five
hundred tribes living here when Columbus arrived. We learn of early man living in the Lake Manix Basin of
Californiaas early as two hundred thousand years ago and of numerous archeological sitesyielding evidence of
settlements thirty to forty thousand years ago in the southwest and Canada; we also learn about the different theories
that illuminate why native Americans physiognomies reflect Asian, African, and European ancestry. With settlements
having been established by the Chinese, Japanese, Polynesians, Phoenicians, Romans, Celts, Libyans, Jews, and Hindi,



the Americas had become a melting pot of cultureslong before the illustrious Italiannavigator brought his three ships
up through the Caribbean. After reading Columbus Was Last, the notion that Americawas isolated from the time the
first people settled here tens of thousands of years ago until Columbus set foot on this continent will indeed sound far-
fetched.About the AuthorPatrick Huyghe is awriter, editor, and television producer. He spent two decades writing

about science for magazines from Omni to Discover; produced television documentaries for WGBH and WNET; and
isthe author of nine books.



