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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Making Kohelet frumBy Michael LewynIn this 12th-century 
commentary, Rashbam makes Kohelet out to be a pious Jew like himself- proof that even this short book is open to a 
variety of interpretations!I only found one statement that perhaps could not fit into some Orthodox commentaries 
today: Rashbam's statement that profound wisdom (i.e. mystical speculation) is something that "men neither need nor 
are conversant with." By contrast, today's Orthodox liturgy is heavily influenced by the Zohar and similar mystical 
works.The long introduction is only for grammarians and other specialists; casual readers probably shouldn't bother 
with it.

This book, designed for students of the Hebrew Bible and medieval exegesis, presents a small part of the work of R. 
Samuel ben Meir (Rashbam), the grandson of Rashi and one of the leading figures in Rashi's school of exegesis in 
nNorthern France. The authors show by their editing of the text, in translation and in introduction, the specific and 
unique contributions which Rashbam makes, not only to the understanding of Qoheleth, but to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible as a whole.
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