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Jean Vanier : Community and Growth  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Community and Growth: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Buy this book.By Rob VOutside of the Bible, this is the most 
influential book I have read. Jean Vanier is able to convey profound and counter-cultural ideas in an easily understood 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809131358


and touching way. I think I am up to 5 or 6 copies of this book that I have bought and given away. Any time someone I 
know expresses an interest in Christian community I have to give them a copy.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Listen and Love, Tips for Building Community from a Humble Servant of God and HumanBy 
Matthias Martin"Community and Growth" comes from a deep passion for and understanding of in-living community 
building and provides many useful guidelines and insights for strengthening relationships. Vanier, with his years of 
experience as a Christian spiritual counselour and continuing as a Christian community builder, is a wellspring of 
wisdom and guidance for peaceful and fulfilling community growth. The core essence of this healthful development is 
love, as it was in Jesus' ministry. Although Vanier's teachings are couched in Christianity, they are by no means 
limiting; his outlined principles hold true in any kind of community growth as they focus on human relationships, 
responsibility, presence, honesty, the need for limits, leadership, and duty. Indeed, the community housing model that 
Vanier founded, L'Arche, has flourished and operates group homes all over the world, changing some traditions based 
on the residents' desires. Many of Vanier's principles can be practiced in the smallest of human interactions, and we 
would all do better to adopt the humility and patience in our relationships for which he advocates.Although L'Arche 
has as one of its founding principles commune with and assistance of the mentally handicapped, we realize as we read 
the book that their emotional and spiritual struggles are often no different than our own, and their external difficulties 
are a mere metaphor for the challenges we all face in dealing with one another.In this the 1979 version there are some 
translation and copyediting errors, I believe the more popular 1989 version addresses these and benefits from a textual 
reorganization. The original text is written in Vanier's native French.Vanier has the dignified belief that each L'Arche 
community is in small part contributing to growing the love and peace in its surrounding area, which is worthwhile in 
every moment that it presses against oppressive systems in the greater world. I agree with him, and praise him for not 
only helping create such a wonderful system of human communities, but for sharing his wise methodology with the 
rest of us in "Community and Growth: Our Pilgrimage Together." It is a must read for group home and community 
administrators and is a worthwhile reading on relationship development for all.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Good resource for developing your communityBy Jeremy Myers - Writing at RedeemingGodThis 
book reads like a blog about the nature and development of community. If you are interested in how communities 
work, how to grow and develop community, or just want to think more about community and personal growth, this is a 
great book with lots of good ideas.If you are part of a community and are looking for some good discussion starters 
about where to go as a community, how to function as a community, and how to develop as a community, this book 
would provide some good direction for that as well.The book did get a little repetitive for me, but it serves as a good 
resource for all things related to community.

A guide to communal life. Completely revised.

From the Back CoverContemporary society is the product of the disintegration of more or less natural or familial 
groupings. People are afraid, uncertain - and shut themselves away. But they need companions and their ideals; in 
short, they need Community.About the AuthorJEAN VANIER, the son of former governor general Georges Vanier, 
was educated in England and Canada. After eight years in the Royal and the Canadian Navy, he went to study in 
France, where he received his doctorate in philosophy, later teaching at St. Michael s College (University of Toronto). 
Distressed by the plight of people with developmental challenges, he founded L Arche communities, and Faith and L 
ight, two international networks of communities for people with disabilities. With many bestselling books and 
humanitarian awards to his name including the Pope Paul VI International Prize, the International Peace Award and 
the Companion of the Order of Canada Vanier lives in Trosly, France, in the original L Arche community he founded 
in 1964. 


