
[Free download] Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color, Gender, and the Abolition of Slavery in Havana 
and Rio de Janeiro

Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color, Gender, and the Abolition 
of Slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro

Camillia Cowling 
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF 

#1555918 in Books The University of North Carolina Press 2013-12-20Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 
9.21 x .86 x 6.14l, 1.05 #File Name: 1469610884344 pages | File size: 54.Mb

Camillia Cowling : Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color, Gender, and the Abolition of Slavery in Havana and 
Rio de Janeiro  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1469610884


Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color, Gender, and the Abolition of Slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro: 

In Conceiving Freedom, Camillia Cowling shows how gender shaped urban routes to freedom for the enslaved during 
the process of gradual emancipation in Cuba and Brazil, which occurred only after the rest of Latin America had 
abolished slavery and even after the American Civil War. Focusing on late nineteenth-century Havana and Rio de 
Janeiro, Cowling argues that enslaved women played a dominant role in carving out freedom for themselves and their 
children through the courts. Cowling examines how women, typically illiterate but with access to scribes, instigated 
myriad successful petitions for emancipation, often using "free-womb" laws that declared that the children of enslaved 
women were legally free. She reveals how enslaved women's struggles connected to abolitionist movements in each 
city and the broader Atlantic World, mobilizing new notions about enslaved and free womanhood. She shows how 
women conceived freedom and then taught the "free-womb" generation to understand and shape the meaning of that 
freedom. Even after emancipation, freed women would continue to use these claims-making tools as they struggled to 
establish new spaces for themselves and their families in post emancipation society.

Deeply researched and richly argued.--Journal of Latin American StudiesCompelling, nuanced, and impeccably 
researched, Conceiving Freedom is the best-gendered account of New World slavery to date.--Journal of the North 
Carolina Association of HistoriansThe most detailed and nuanced work yet on how women's struggles for their own 
and their children's freedom.--Luso-Brazilian Takes an original approach to the vast topic of slavery and its abolition.--
Hispanic American Historical A rich social history--beautifully written and deeply researched--of women and the 
struggle for emancipation during the final years of slavery in Cuba and Brazil.--Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, Tufts 
UniversityIn this comparative history, Cowling tells the story of the abolition of slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro 
by examining the lives and actions of slave women. As she explores their understandings of motherhood, citizenship, 
and freedom, she shows how these women, both enslaved and free, fought for their and their children's freedom and 
thereby contributed to the dismantling of slavery in the Atlantic world.--Keila Grinberg, Universidade Federal do 
Estado do Rio de JaneiroFrom the Inside FlapIn Conceiving Freedom, Camillia Cowling shows how gender shaped 
urban routes to freedom for the enslaved during the process of gradual emancipation in Cuba and Brazil, which 
occurred only after the rest of Latin America had abolished slavery and even after the American Civil War. Focusing 
on late nineteenth-century Havana and Rio de Janeiro, Cowling argues that enslaved women played a dominant role in 
carving out freedom for themselves and their children through the courts. 


