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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A fascinating piece of South American historyBy Midwest Book
ReviewWhen the Europeans arrived, every part of Americawas due for amajor conflict of history. "Contested
Territory: Mapping Peru in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century” delvesinto the colonial history of Peru asthe
Spanish conquistadors butt heads with the natives for control on the region and the lasting impression through history
that these conflicts left. A fascinating piece of South American history, "Contested Territory" should have aspot in
every world history collection.

Landscapeis never static, but changes continuously when seen in relation to human occupation, movement, labor, and
discourse. Contested Territory explores the waysin which Peru's early colonial landscapes were experienced and
portrayed, especially by the Spanish conguerors but also by their conquered subjects. It focuses on the role played by
indigenous groups in shaping the Spanish experiences of landscapes, the diverse geographical images of Peru and
ways in which these were constructed and contested, and what this can tell us about the nature of colonial relationsin
post-conquest Peru. This exceptional study, which draws from archival records and sources such as cartographies,
offersarichly nuanced view of the complexity of colonial relations. It will be read with appreciation by those
interested in Spanish history, geography, and colonialism."Heidi Scott's eloquently written, straightforward, and
original analysis perceptively highlights how cultural preconceptions, ambitions, and desires and shifting networks of
power, agency, and interest shaped on-going negotiations over the perceptions, meaning, and use of landscape and
geographical knowledge. Through social and political contextualization of atext's origins and her emphasis on the
mundane, she shows that Hispanic and Amerindian populations gave diverse and frequently conflicting meaning to
Andean landscapes and territories. The book will, | predict, long serve as amodel and inspiration to others interested
in colonial history and geography, anthropology, and environmental studies." --Susan Ramirez, Texas Christian
University" Scott's thesis of landscape creation is nuanced and sophisticated, convincing and compelling, one most
befitting a geographer: sheis very much interested in, and attuned to, regional aswell aslocal variations. Few
anthropologists or historians exhibit the sensitivities to space and scale that Scott demonstrates in piecing together her
argument.” --W. George Lovell, Queen's University "A fine and timely study on an important topic, this well-
researched and well-written book will be an excellent addition to scholarship on colonial studies. . . . [Scott's] selection
of textsis both original and exciting. She clearly expands the field of analysis of the complex workings of geography
within the early Spanish colonial context." --Beatriz Pastor, Dartmouth College
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