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Maurice Collis : Corts and Montezuma (New Directions Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Corts and Montezuma (New Directions Classics): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. easy to read account written in contemporary EnglishBy gogocatA 
concise, entertaining, easy to read account written in contemporary English. This is not a translation of 16C Spanish 
into 19C English which can make for tedious reading..Interested readers can try Bernal's eyewitness account. It is 
written in common man Spanish so it is not difficult to read. may still offer the free edition.8 of 8 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811214230


following review helpful. One of the very best!By Ronald BreezeI have read other accounts of the Mixica, most 
notably by Michael D. Coe, but none of them hit upon the complexity involving the meeting of Cortes and 
Montecuzoma as this book did. Drawing on dialog from Bernal Diaz (The Discovery and Conquest of Mexico-also 
another great read), Collis has stripped away the dryness of other books, on this subject, that were written primarily for 
academia, leaving the intimate human perspective to the greatness of both of these men and the circumstances that 
caused each to react as he did. As did Diaz's book, this book made me feel as though I were sitting beside Cortes and 
Montecuzoma as the drama of their meeting unfolded. For those who are students, as a vocation or avocation, of the 
ancient cultures that inhabited this continent this is a must book to read and have on hand to reread over and again 
because you won't want it to end.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy G. D. 
GuthrieExcellent development dynamics supported by available data and evidence.

The convergence of Corts and Montezuma is the most emblematic event in the birth of what would come to be called 
"America." Landing on the Mexican coast on Good Friday, 1519, Hernn Corts felt himself the bearer of a divine 
burden to conquer and convert the first advanced civilization Europeans had yet encountered in the West. For 
Montezuma, leader of the Mexicans, April 21, 1519 (known in their sophisticated astronomical system as 9 Wind Day) 
was the precise date of a dire prophesy: the return of Quetzalcoatl, a fearsome god predicted to arrive by ship, from the 
East, with light skin, a black beard, robed in blackexactly as Corts would. The ensuing drama is described by eminent 
historian Maurice Collis in a style that is equal parts story and scholarship. Though its consequences have been treated 
by writers as diverse as D.H. Lawrence and Charles Olson, never before have the facts of this event been rendered 
with such extraordinary clarity and elegance.

A fascinating piece of history...Maurice Collis tells an extremely intricate story with perfect clarity, and he writes also 
with obvious delight at having such a good story to tell. - David Garnett, New StatesmanCollis has set out not merely 
to retell the fabulous story of the conquest of Mexico, but to study in some detail the characters of Montezuma and 
Corts.... Written excitingly, [it is] a book that was needed and could hardly have done better. - Michael Swan, Time 
and Tide 


