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Stephen E. Ambrose : Crazy Horse and Custer: The Parallel Lives of Two American Warriors  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crazy Horse and Custer: The 
Parallel Lives of Two American Warriors: 

51 of 51 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful deep story of two culturesBy professortruthThis 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0385479662


should have 10 stars. I an 83 yr. old that has read over a thousand books since I got an adult library card at age 6. I 
have had to slow down my reading because of eye trouble, but the ability of the paperwhite to increase font size had 
helped me keep my speed up. But this book is the best thing I come across in years. I was born in upper Minnesota and 
spent time on the Sioux reservation. I've also read some things about Custer and The Little Big Horn. All were weak in 
early detail and the culture. This book delves deeply into BOTH the lives of Custer and Crazy Horse.and their opposite 
cultures. For anyone interested in the early West and the lives of the Indian tribes as opposed to the upbringing of 
Custer will find it all here.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A history book that reads like a novelBy 
WWII fanAnother one of those riveting, story like history books that Stephen E. Ambrose seems to put out 
effortlessly."Crazy Horse and Custer..." is an excellent, well rounded book that takes a topic that is very tender in 
American History, and presents both sides of the issue, allowing the reader to form their own viewpoint on the Native 
American's history in the northern Plains. On one side, there is Custer: the ambitious, romantic, and magnetic soldier 
that in a way is the perfect picture a young, forward thinking America. On the other, there is the calm, powerful Crazy 
Horse, who embodies everything we love about the noble Plains Indians--fierce, humble, kind, and simply taking life 
in stride, but like a coiled spring, ready to defend intruders who would disrupt their way of life.Ambrose takes these 
two, and does a wonderful job explaining how their society made them. Custer comes from a progress driven, hard 
working society that is the individualistic personae working together for a common goal--but always working, always 
moving forward, learning from the past to apply it to the future. Crazy Horse comes from the society that has seen it 
all. and is content with how it worked out for them. They take what they need, and let it go at that. They live as a giant 
family of independents who are content to reflect on the past, and bring it to the present.It is a gripping tale of 
blundering West Pointers, undisciplined Sioux war parties, and most of all, brave fighters, on both sides, pitted against 
one another in a battle for the Plains.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I see them both in a very 
different wayBy Steve C.I found this to be a superbly researched book. I can now better understand these two 
important historical figures and the world that they lived in. It is in many ways a sad treatise on how we treated the 
original people's of the United States even after we conquered them. I feel I know these two and what made them do 
what they did.

The full story of what led Crazy Horse and Custer to that fateful day at the Little Bighorn, from bestselling historian 
Stephen E. Ambrose. On the sparkling morning of June 25, 1876, 611 U.S. Army soldiers rode toward the banks of the 
Little Bighorn in the Montana Territory, where 3,000 Indians stood waiting for battle. The lives of two great warriors 
would soon be forever linked throughout history: Crazy Horse, leader of the Oglala Sioux, and General George 
Armstrong Custer of the Seventh Cavalry. Both were men of aggression and supreme courage. Both had become 
leaders in their societies at very early ages; both had been stripped of power, and in disgrace had worked to earn back 
the respect of their people. And to both of them, the unspoiled grandeur of the Great Plains of North America was an 
irresistible challenge. Their parallel lives would pave the way, in a manner unknown to either, for an inevitable clash 
between two nations fighting for possession of the open prairie.

From Publishers WeeklyMilitary historian Ambrose examines the connections between the Indian chief and the 
cavalry officer who fought at Little Bighorn. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Movingly told and well 
written . . . a finecontribution, one that will be read with pleasure andadmiration by general reader, student and 
scholaralike. Ambrose has breathed new life into thefamiliar facts."--LibraryJournal"An epic and accurate retellingof 
one of our country's most tragicperiods."--Baltimore SunFrom the PublisherOn the sparkling morning of June 25, 
1876, 611 men of the United States 7th Cavalry rode toward the banks of the Little Bighorn in the Montana Territory, 
where 3,000 Indians stood waiting for battle. The lives of two great warriors would soon be forever linked throughout 
history: Crazy Horse, leader of the Oglala Sioux, and General George Armstrong Custer. Both were men of aggression 
and supreme courage. Both became leaders in their societies at very early ages; both were stripped of power, in 
disgrace, and worked to earn back the respect of their people. And to both of them, the unspoiled grandeur of the Great 
Plains of North America was an irresistible challenge. Their parallel lives would pave the way, in a manner unknown 
to either, for an inevitable clash between two nations fighting for possession of the open prairie."Movingly told and 
well written . . . a fine contribution, one that will be read with pleasure and admiration by general reader, student and 
scholar alike. Ambrose has breathed new life into the familiar facts."--Library Journal"An epic and accurate retelling 
of one of our country's most tragic periods."--Baltimore Sun 


