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Critical Issues in American Religious History: A Reader, Second Revised Edition: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Stick around for the 2nd HalfBy ScottieGOriginally, I gave this 
book quite a bad review. I have adjusted this review up to 3 stars however, as I have actually found it increasingly 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1932792392


useful in the past few months. Still, the first half of this book can be painfully droll...though I love history, no one 
cares how far Evangelist X rode his horse back from Boston. The 2nd half however, becomes rather pertinent as it 
begins to examine racism, the controversy surrounding evolution, religious pluralism, the decline of mainline-
protestantism, and other such contemporary topics of interest. Not bad, but don't try to read this puppy through...it's 
really more a reference book; you should regard and use it as such.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Filled with perspectives and cross-perspectivesBy Midwest Book ReviewCritical Issues In American Religious 
History: A Reader is a chronologically arranged compendium of documents and essays grouped into those relevant to 
fifteen key issues. Examples of these key issues include "How Religious was the American Revolution?", "How did 
the factory and the city influence American religion?", and "How did religion in America contribute to the rise of the 
civil rights movement?" A scholarly, analytical book filled with perspectives and cross-perspectives, Critical Issues In 
American Religious History is very highly recommended for anyone with a serious interest in learning more about the 
history of religion in the America experience.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!By 
Theresa G. LineberryThis book is being used as a text for my class in Church History. It is a compilation of essays and 
select historical documents from US history. It is easily understood and very readable.

Americans as a religious people experience both tension and indecision as they wrestle with a variety of critical issues 
every day. American society continually struggles with its religious past. The primary and secondary materials 
included in this volume track religious America's efforts to articulate its identity and destiny and implement its 
religious creeds and ideals in an ever-changing society.

"A good collection when it first came out, it has become even better in this edition."Mark A. Noll, Wheaton 
CollegeAbout the AuthorRobert R. Mathisen (M.A. Ball State University) is Professor of History and Political Science 
at Corban College, Oregon. 


