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Randolph B. Campbell : Crooked Run: Poems (Peculiar Institution in Texas, 1821-1865) before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Crooked Run: Poems (Peculiar Institution in
Texas, 1821-1865):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. "Texas * must* be a slave country..." - Stephen F. Austin (1833)By
Jim Schmidtl had first intended to only skim and consult this book as background reading for a chapter | was writing
on slavery in Galveston, TX, but the author's research, writing, and arguments were so compelling | read it from


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807117234

beginning to end.l am not aa native Texan and athough | lived year for a couple years during elementary school |
never took Texas history. For me, the first few chapters of the book were an excellent primer on Texas's founding,
independence as Republic, path to statehood, and decision to secede...the first few chapters were also arevelation for
on every page and in every step from founding to secession the founders of Texas made clear how important slavery
would be to its settlement and future growth and did everything possible to insure the "Peculiar Institution's’ survival.
The workings of the Mexican government and legislature in the 1830s and 40s was very interesting, indeed.The
sections on the lives of slaves - the breakup of families, religion, music, work conditions, etc. - was taken from slave
narratives as much as possible. | would have liked to have seen much more material on the medical care of Texas
slaves, a subject which merits only a page or so in this book, but that is due to my own specia interests and not an
obligation on the author. Thereis little comparison between the lives of slavesin Texas and other slave states, but the
author maintains that is because there was little difference, and - in a statement that made a great impression on me -
he declares that it matters little whether slavery was better or worse in Texas than elsewhere...the argument is "morally
pointless': "the moral nature of a system that held human as property would remain the same" whether conditions
were "better" or "worse" in Texas.| especialy liked the section on how Texans viewed abolitionistsin the years
leading up to the Civil War and how they were subjected to severe vigilante justice, also known as: murder. That
section in the book reinforced other reading | have been doing on Texas abolitionists and Unionists. The book is
written as an academic study and is impeccabl e researched. The footnotes (yeah! love them so much more than
endnotes!) and bibliography are worth the price of the book themselves and will provide excellent avenues and leads
for future research.Excellent. Just excellent.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ashley K.
StuckiFascinating read.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy HDA JExcellent single volume
coverage of the history of davery in Texas. Campbell is an excellent research and gifted writer.

As Texas emerged from the Western frontier relatively late in the formation of the USA, it is frequently and
incorrectly perceived as fundamentally Western in its political and social orientation. In fact, most of the settlers of
this area were emigrants from the South, and many brought with them their slaves and all aspects of slavery asit had
matured in their native states.

From Library Journalln the popular mind, Texas conjures up images of the Old West and freedom of the range.
Campbell reminds us that Texas grew from Southern roots entangled in human bondage. By the Civil War, Texas had
adlave area equal to Alabama and Mississippi and a slave population comparable to Virginia. In the first
comprehensive study of davery in Texas, Campbell offers useful chapters on the law, the domestic slave trade, Indian
relations, labor, family, religion, and more, but his book is especially welcome because it pulls the focus on bondage
away from the Chesapeake and the Carolinas to show slavery's expansive and adaptive power in the developing West.
Slavery knew no bounds, as Lincoln always understood. Recommended for college and university libraries.- Randall
M. Miller, St. Joseph's Univ., Philadel phiaCopyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.



