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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crossing the Jabbok:
I1Iness and Death in Askenazi Judaism in Sixteenth - through Nineteenth-Century Prague (Contraversions:. Critical
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Studiesin Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society):

To date, remarkably little research attention has been paid to the development of Jewish beliefs and rituals about
illness and death. Crossing the Jabbok presents an illuminating study of such views and practices among Ashkenazi
Jews (1500s-1800s) and is one of the first works to apply history of mentalits methods to atopic in Jewish cultural
studies. Focusing on Prague, then the center of Central and Western European Jewry, the author draws on arich array
of materialsto explore what was distinctively Jewish about the approach of Jews to sickness and dying. Her
discoveries shed new light on the institution of the hevra kaddisha, or buria society, and many existing customs.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: FrenchFrom the Inside Flap"Brilliant . . . both inits
conceptual originality and in its success in opening up awhole new vista onto early modern Jewish history."Hillel J.
Kieval, University of Washington



