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Riggins R., Jr. Earl : Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, and Community in the Slave Mind (The Bishop 
Henry Mcneal Turner Studies in North American Black Religion, Vo)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, and Community 
in the Slave Mind (The Bishop Henry Mcneal Turner Studies in North American Black Religion, Vo): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must read!By MUSIC LOVERDr. Riggins Earl is a master who 
shares with us some of his best work.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The point of view this book is 
frozen in christian ...By Gary OrmsbyThe point of view this book is frozen in christian dogma and world view thus 
unable to objectively observe, and critically analyze African spiritual thought and it's metamorphism and appearance 
in the African American church and culture.

This probing work examines how African-American slaves, through their appropriation of Christianity, found a 
resource that affirmed their sense of self-worth and identity, and a spirit of community that offered psychological and 
spiritual resistance to oppression. White evangelists extolled the benefits of converting slaves to Christianity, but the 
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slaves discovered in the Bible a different message, shared among themselves in "dark symbols and obscure signs".

About the AuthorThe Author: Riggins R. Earl Jr. teaches at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta. 


