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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Best armchair stories of perils and personal tests that most ...By 
Frances M. BertschClassic adventure tales with guiding principles applied to any life.Best armchair stories of perils 
and personal tests that most of us will never face but we can stilltake them to heart.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy O.G.Awesome stories, not heard in mainstream history.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. fantastic first hand adventure accountsBy Craig S. Meehansingle chapters of 1st hand adventures leave 
you wanting more. terriffic stories of unknown places around the world before the days of gore-tex communication. 
American west,Asia, Africa, @ sea.the reading is colorful and fast paced by some of the best knownadventure writers 
of all time.

For intensity of geographical exploration and wealth of first-rate adventure writing by intrepid men and women, the 
19th century stands alone. This collection contains 35 stories from the most compelling odysseys of the century 
including Fridtjof Nansen's attempt to walk to the North Pole; Mary Kingsley's solo foray into the jungles of West 
Africa; Richard Burton's forbidden pilgrimage to Mecca; Mary Mummery's harrowing first ascent in the Alps; and 
Francis Parkman's buffalo hunts with the Sioux. The excerpts are as varied as the voyages themselves - some 
humorous and light-hearted, others desperate and thrilling. From the search for the source of the Nile to the first 
crossing of the Himalayas, this book ranges the globe and captures the restlessness of the human spirit.

From Publishers WeeklyWhybrow shows up today's "extreme" adventurers in this hefty collection of 19th-century 
narratives. Before corporate sponsorship, before helicopter rescues, even before Sir Ernest Shackleton's famous 
voyage, people who explored the wilderness found endless wonder and danger. "Risk," Whybrow observes, "hardly 
had to be sought; it was part of the package." The years between 1800 and 1900 were unmatched for sheer exploratory 
guts and glory as exhibited by Europeans of a certain gender and race; this was the century when men were men, 
women were women and people of color were "the blacks." Each one of these 32 captivating narratives (grouped by 
theme into three sections) packs a big emotional punch, whether it's a horrifying tale of starvation and injury or an 
awestruck description of natural wonders. "Voyages of Discovery" highlights sponsored quests for worldly 
knowledge: Meriwether Lewis runs from a bear on the Missouri River, and John Wesley Powell runs the Grand 
Canyon's rapids. In "Personal Odysseys," Richard Henry Dana, Jr.'s well-known sea journey and Mrs. Alfred "Mary" 
Mummery's proto-feminist alpine expedition join the voyages of other passionate explorers seeking adventure on land 
and sea. "Lifelong Quests" features excerpts from the lives of obsessive explorers such as John Muir, Isabella Bird and 
Sven Hedin, the Swedish geographer whose 1899 attempt to reach Lhasa prompted him to write, "we had tasted the 
enchantment of the great adventure as never before." 30 illustrations Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From BooklistThis anthology collects 35 examples of first-rate adventure writing from the nineteenth century, 
including excerpts from the Lewis and Clark journals, Mark Twain's Roughing It, and Norwegian Fridtjof Nansen's 
classic Farthest North. Editor Whybrow has culled accounts of journeys undertaken for personal, philosophical, or 
business reasons. She evinces an acute perception of the dramatic: quite a few of her choices involve narrow escapes 
from death, such as George Kennan's white-knuckler about his near shipwreck in the Sea of Okhotsk or alpinist 
Edward Whymper's tumble down the Matterhorn. Whybrow also picked several mountaineering stories by women and 
two by harbingers of the philosophy that nature was to be communed with rather than conquered: Henry David 
Thoreau (ruminating about Maine) and John Muir (ditto about Alaska). Such variety promises something to please 
every shade of taste for armchair adventure. Gilbert TaylorCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reservedAbout the AuthorHELEN WHYBROW was the editor of Outside Magazine. She lives in Vermont. 


