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Diane Foulds : Death in Salem: The Private Lives Behind The 1692 Witch Hunt  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Death in Salem: The Private Lives Behind The 1692 
Witch Hunt: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. I find it amazing the amount of research that went into the making 
...By Denise HaverhalsI find it amazing the amount of research that went into the making of this book and totally 
appreciate the efforts by Foulds to bring substance to these people of the past. One of my ancestors was a victim and I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0762784970


was able to get "to know her" better through Foulds' work and to get a better understanding of all the people behind the 
tragedy. It has been nearly 325 years since the hangings in Salem and, with this new insight, I am dismayed that there 
are still many parts of society that could succumb to the hysteria of those times past.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. At times it got "boring". It seemed to drift ...By Clarabelle01At times it got "boring". It seemed to drift 
into outside subjects. Parts of it were very interesting though.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Series 
of individual historiesBy GeorgeThe book is good. However, it is a series of stories about each individual that the 
author had researched. I did expect a more complex book,.but it did make interesting reading/ The book is easy so I 
finished it in a couple of days.

Salem witchcraft will always have a magnetic pull on the American psyche. During the 1692 witch trials, more than 
150 people were arrested. An estimated 25 million Americansincluding author Diane Fouldsare descended from the 
twenty individuals executed. What happened to our ancestors? Death in Salem is the first book to take a clear-eyed 
look at this complex time, by examining the lives of the witch trial participants from a personal perspective. 
Massachusetts settlers led difficult lives; every player in the Salem drama endured hardships barely imaginable today. 
Mercy Short, one of the bewitched girls, watched as Indians butchered her parents; Puritan minister Cotton Mather 
outlived all but three of his fifteen children. Such tragedies shaped behavior and, as Foulds argues, ultimately played a 
part in the witch hunts outcome. A compelling whos who to Salem witchcraft, Death in Salem profiles each of these 
historical personalities as it asks: Why was this person targeted?

From the Back CoverExploring the tragic personal side of Salems witchcraft frenzy 


