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Bruce Johansen : Debating Democracy: The lroquois L egacy of Freedom before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Debating Democracy: The Iroquois Legacy of Freedom:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kresse A. ArmourGood read.0 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. This book arrived as stated and it isin very good condition.By irenevery interesting book.
This book arrived as stated and it isin very good condition.34 of 37 people found the following review helpful. Thisis
on the web site for the Oklahoma Indian TimesBy A CustomerThis review appeared in the November issue of the
Oklahoma Indian Times newspaper. Reprinted with permission Debating Democracy -- A book reviewBy Jim Gray co-


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0940666790

publisher Oklahoma Indian TimesGetting the historical evidence to document Native American contributions to the
founding of the this country is easy to do, says Indian historian Bruce Johanson and co-author of the new book,
Debating Democracy, it's getting educators today to teach it to studentsis apparently the problem.The division
between Indian Studies educators and constitutional scholars has widened in the past twenty years and over his
professional career, Bruce Johanson, has documented the intense debate in education circles between these two
histories. Today, the debate has become personal and often vindictive. Johanson is a Professor of Communication and
Native American Studies, at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. His co-authors are Donald A. Grinde, Jr. a

Y amasee Indian who is professor of History and Chairman of the Ethnic Studies Program at the University of
Vermont, and Barbara Mann, Ph.D., who specializes in American Studies, Native American Studies and African
American Studies.The book documents roughly 30 years of work between the two men in their efforts to make
historical fact the contributions that the Iroguois Confederacy made to the founding of the U.S. Constitution. The
authors make a simple point: That the Iroquois played arole asimportant to the founding of the Constitution as did the
Greeks, Romans, the Magna Carta or the Swiss Cantons. Mann writes an epilogue "that examines Eurocentric
assumptions of racial, cultural, and intellectual superiority that continue to govern education and scholarship, affecting
the ability of non-Europeans to participate fully in our society."Asit is known the "Influence Theory" has many
opponents and for reasons spelled out in the book, paint a very dubious picture of the guardians of the intellectual
wisdom occupying our nation's colleges and universities. Various scholars from around the country stepped up in
academic circles and denounced the "influence theory" and through ridicule, trivializing the authors arguments,
appealing to unnamed authorities, ignoring the arguments and focusing on the motives of the authors, exaggeration of
the authors' point so it could be easily discredited and finally to patronize the growing field of Indian Studies who
opponents see as an attempt by the authors to achieve some "late twentieth century respect." The authors readily admit
that they were surprised at the notion that the influence theory "incited so many incredul ous reactions, especialy
vehement denial among many people who know very little of the historical context-and even some, such as Arthur
Schlesinger, Jr., who do," said Johanson in the book's introduction. The book is more than just a story of an argument
between professors, Johanson writes, "For those who are attached to the notion that our intellectual history is
exclusively European -- and that European culture is superior to that of the rest of the world, the introduction of Native
Americainto this discourse poses some fundamental problems of historical interpretation and even -- or especialy --
self-definition concerning who we believe ourselves to be as Americans." As you read each chapter, the author lays out
in detail where the opposition has staked out its argument that the Iroquois Confederacy had nothing to do with the
founding of the U.S. Constitution. And over time the reader begins to see the pattern of escalation, with each argument
answered, another one raised. Over and over again for twenty plus years the two authors have presented the idea, only
to have somebody from the establishment come forward to counter each and every attempt.During the 200th
anniversary of the Constitution, national attention was given to the familiar belts that signified the Six Nations
Iroquois Confederacy, stating that THIS was the nation's first Constitution. And as the nation's cynics began the
national outcry against Political Correctness, the influence theory had suddenly found new and more persuasive
opponents. But still the authors continue the fight. From National Public Radio segments, to town hall meetingsin
upstate New Y ork, Johanson, Grinde and Mann have proven to be eloquent as well as determined to settle this matter
once and for al.Indian people from around the country have, to one degree or another, been exposed to the Iroquois
Confederacy history; most never learned it in school. Y et for the many who have been trying to make that possible that
what our schools teach our children in the classrooms across America be fair to the Indian community. That a non-
European people can actualy create a government not only with checks and balances but make it work for over 600
years prior to European contact. Especially when you consider that is was done without destroying the environment, or
having our elected leaders being bought out by the captains of industry, or denying women's suffrage or creating a
permanent working class poor in a peaceful union of five distinct and different peoples. Yes, you can tell the founders
of the U.S. Constitution did not copy the Great Law of Peace, but they borrowed from it enough, to win arevolution
and establish the concept of state's rights.Now you can see what is behind al this, from Rush Limbaugh and Pat
Buchanon beating the issue down to mere political correctness, students of Indian history have something to pick up
the next time a so-called, "friend of the Indian" tells you your own history.With aforward by Vine Deloria Jr., Indian
Country's most eloquent spokesman, one cannot deny the importance of revealing the intense debate going on in
academia.Read, Debating Democracy, published by Clear Light Publishers, Santa Fe, NM. It's like a dispatch from the
front of the new Indian Wars, the war for the soul of democracy in America.

Traces the philosophic roots of European assumptions of racial, cultural, and intellectual superiority. Thiswork
discusses the inevitable result: the exclusion of all but a handful of non-Europeans from truly meaningful participation
in our society.



