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Men They Married  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I quite enjoyed this book and had the pleasure of meeting the ...By 
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Kindle CustomerI quite enjoyed this book and had the pleasure of meeting the author Nancy Rubin Stuart in june of 
this year..At the time of the book signing I had the the chance to ask her several questions. One in particular being how 
many years of research went into the completion of all the information she required to complete this wonderful 
"novel" 5 years of traveling to the places where the events took place ,that is why I suggest this book as a good read, in 
addition it was interesting to learn about the people and how they lived and how hard it was back in the revolutionary-
era!after reading this book a person comes away with something that really happened to me that is an extra. we all 
could afford to learn new things.again I'm sure the reader will really find a book they can sink their teeth 
in!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!v.a/.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great read...By John Paul SassoneA very 
interesting book about Lucy Knox and Peggy Arnold, and the contrast between them. Using the Revolution as the 
background Stuart shows how these women during the War showed strength, made do under very trying 
circumstances, and supported their husbands, whether patriot or traitor. An interesting read and the story is timeless.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Terrific History LessonBy Susan Trausch, BostonNancy Rubin Stuart 
gives readers nuanced, complex, and fascinating portraits of historical figures too often relegated to the stereotypes of 
"hero," "villain," or "wife of." Through meticulous research that includes extensive quotations from the letters of 
Henry and Lucy Knox, and Benedict and Peggy Arnold, the author lets her subjects speak for themselves. They 
challenge easy assumptions and loom larger than they ever did in my high school American history class. These brides 
of famous (and infamous) men were well matched to their mates in determination, intelligence, and passion, and they 
deserve to be much more than parentheticals in the story of the American Revolution. Thanks to Stuart they are now 
unforgettable.

The story of two Revolutionaryera teenagers who defy their Loyalist families to marry radical patriots, Henry Knox 
and Benedict Arnold, and are forever changed When Peggy Shippen, the celebrated blonde belle of Philadelphia, 
married American military hero Benedict Arnold in 1779, she anticipated a life of fame and fortune, but financial 
debts and political intrigues prompted her to conspire with her treasonous husband against George Washington and the 
American Revolution. In spite of her commendable efforts to rehabilitate her husbands name, Peggy Shippen 
continues to be remembered as a traitor bride. Peggys patriotic counterpart was Lucy Flucker, the spirited and 
voluptuous brunette, who in 1774 defied her wealthy Tory parents by marrying a poor Boston bookbinder simply for 
love. When her husband, Henry Knox, later became a famous general in the American Revolutionary War, Lucy 
faithfully followed him through Washingtons army camps where she birthed and lost babies, befriended Martha 
Washington, was praised for her social skills, and secured her legacy as an admired patriot wife. And yet, as esteemed 
biographer Nancy Rubin Stuart reveals, a closer look at the lives of both spirited women reveals that neither was 
simply a traitor or patriot. In Defiant Brides, the first dual biography of both Peggy Shippen Arnold and Lucy Flucker 
Knox, Stuart has crafted a rich portrait of two rebellious women who defied expectations and struggledpublicly and 
privatelyin a volatile political moment in early America. Drawing from never-before-published correspondence, Stuart 
traces the evolution of these women from passionate teenage brides to mature matrons, bringing both women from the 
sidelines of history to its vital center. Readers will be enthralled by Stuarts dramatic account of the epic lives of these 
defiant brides, which begin with romance, are complicated by politics, and involve spies, disappointments, heroic 
deeds, tragedies, and personal triumphs. 


