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Captain Johann Ewald : Diary of the American War: A Hessian Journal  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Diary of the American War: A Hessian Journal: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great insight into campaigns as well as happenings during the ...By 
David S DalrympleMuch talked and written about book. Great insight into campaigns as well as happenings during the 
revolution. Brought much to light about a favorite campaign of mine the forage wars in central NJ during 1777.9 of 9 
people found the following review helpful. Diary of the American WarBy Stephen M. BarrettThis hard to find out of 
print book provides an excellent view of the American war for Independence from the viewpoint of an ally of the 
British army. Ewald was an officer leading a group of Hessian riflemen (sharpshooters). It was never intended to be 
published, but was meant as a history of Ewald's experiences during that war for his family.It is an intelligent and 
thoughtful review with many very interesting observations and anecdotes.His account of the siege of Charleston SC is 
especially detailed and provides a fascinating view of the British assault.I highly recommend the book. It's a shame it's 
no longer in print.20 of 20 people found the following review helpful. ProfessionalismBy Kevin F. KileyJohann Ewald 
was acknowledged by the British for whom and with whom he fought in the American Revolution as one of the best 
light infantry officers (termed outpost officers) in their service. A dedicated, trained professional from Hesse-Cassel, 
who was 'hired out' by his sovereign for the American War, he knew his job 'from muzzle to butt plate' and was an 
excellent leader of men, as well as a shrewd observer of what he saw. Fortunately for us, he also wrote all of it 
down.This book is one of the most valuable, if not the most valuable, memoirs of the period. The petite guerre (little 
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war), also called partisan warfare, of the period is of great importance in understanding the picture of the whole for the 
War of the Revolution. The jagers that Ewald commanded were also some of the most deadly light infantry in the 
world at the time, and they were greatly feared by their American opponents. Armed with short German hunting rifles 
and dressed in green and brown, they not only blended in with their surroundings, but they served in almost every 
action and battle of the war.Ewald's direct, observant prose paints a vivid picture of the war, his British comrades, and 
his American opponents. He respected the Americans, especially their officers' attempt at becoming more professional 
as the war progressed, exemplified by the military books and treatises they read, which Ewald saw from time to time 
as he came across captured officers' baggage. he was amazed at the American attempts, which he noted were sadly 
lacking in his brother British officers. He noted this with care.Ewald ended up in the surrender at Yorktown and was 
eventually sent home to Germany. His dedicated service service not being recognized by promotion by his sovereign, 
he resigned from the Hessian service, entered the Danish service, and ended up a general serving Napoleon in 1813. 
An interesting career, a more than interesting individual, and a superb memoir.

Good maps. A German mercenary officer who served in many of the campaigns of the War for Independence.


