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Charles A. Cerami : Dinner at Mr. Jefferson's: Three Men, Five Great Wines, and the Evening That Changed 
America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dinner at 
Mr. Jefferson's: Three Men, Five Great Wines, and the Evening That Changed America: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It was a terrific meal.By Gregory G.This was certainly a significant 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0470450444


meal with three of the pivotal characters of the early days of our nation. Jefferson, Madison, and Hamilton all at one 
table. Hamilton did not get along with either Madison or Jefferson but they came together that night and made 
compromises. What to do with our national debt and the place for the nation's capital were decided that evening.I was 
disappointed in this book. The characters have little life. Joseph Ellis handles this in one very exciting chapter but 
Cerami's book seems lifeless and perfunctory. This book presents neither new insights nor exciting connections. Stick 
with the Ellis chapter.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Disappointing. Other reviewers have 
highlighted all my major complaints ...By Philip G GengenbachDisappointing. Other reviewers have highlighted all 
my major complaints, but I'll be searching elsewhere for the exciting, fascinating treatment this significant event 
deserves.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Recipes From JeffersonBy Virginia E. SelanikThis is a 
fascinating book if you want recipes from Jefferson's cuisine, but if you want more historical detail of how our capital 
became Washington D.C. or how Jefferson and Hamilton did sometimes agree, even though their political views were 
oft afar,then this book is not very helpful.I was attracted to this book because it was about President Jefferson who has 
been my idol for many years.But I have numerous other books on Jefferson, so the prime reason was that this book 
held a recipe for, of all things, Stuffed Cabbage. The recipe is unlike what most people make for this recipe, i.e 
separate little cabbage rolls of a meat filling wrapped in a cabbage leaf.This recipe calls for a different approach. The 
core of the cabbage is cut out and makes room with some leaves pushed out to make room for the entire meat filling. 
Then the cabbage is tied up and cooked for about two hours until the meat is cooked.For serving the cabbage is then 
cut into wedges...sounds doable...I am willing to try it. There are some other recipes also worth a try plus comments on 
Jefferson's choice selection of wines.

Cerami wittily recounts the evening in rich detail.Library JournalOnly two guests were invited to what was arguably 
the most elegant, sumptuous, and important dinner party that Thomas Jefferson ever hosted. Each course was prepared 
and laid out in advance so that no servants would enter the dining room to disrupt conversation and overhear random 
remarks, which they might later repeat to others. Privacy was imperative. Jefferson believed that the very future of the 
United States of America depended on convincing Alexander Hamilton to agree to a compromise he and Madison 
were proposing on two issues that threatened to tear the young republic apart.Plying his guests with the fine wine and 
exquisite cuisine only a former ambassador to France could provide, Jefferson set the stage for a compromise that 
enabled the federal government to pay its debts, both domestic and foreign, and make the American dollar ""as good 
as gold.""In Dinner at Mr. Jefferson's, you'll discover the little-known story behind this pivotal evening in American 
history, complete with wine lists, recipes, and wonderful illustrations of 1790s New York, then the nation's capital. It 
is a feast not to be missed for lovers of American history, fine dining, and a compelling true story well told.

From Publishers WeeklyIt was 1790, and Thomas Jefferson and one of his dinner guests, James Madison, were 
determined to work out a political compromise critical to the nation's future with their third dinner companion (and 
political opponent), Alexander Hamilton. This gathering around Jefferson's celebrated table involved nothing less than 
the creation of the young nation's finances, foreign relations and the eventual location of its capital. The dinner's 
results? An agreement that, Congress willing, the new government would assume the states' war debts, issue bonds to 
fund the national debt and make the Potomac's banks the capital's permanent site. Congress agreed. Cerami 
(Jefferson's Great Gamble) presents a fast-paced narrative of an event well-known but never told so brightlynor at such 
unnecessary length. While Cerami puts the dinner-table agreement at his story's center, it was but one of a number of 
seismic events, acts and decisions of the 1790s. Cerami slights many of those when he's not giving us too much detail 
about other minor ones, such as Jefferson's cooking recipes and a short disquisition (and a long document) on 
Hamilton's role in the Coast Guard's founding. Compression would have made this inherently fascinating story pack 
the punch it should. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. * 
""Cerami wittily recounts the evening in rich detail, embracing the culinary details as well as the larger story of 
President Washington's quarrelsome cabinet, the evolution of the dual party system, and Jefferson's emergence as a 
persuasive national leader."" (Library Journal, February 1, 2008)It was 1790, and Thomas Jefferson and one of his 
dinner guests, James Madison, were determined to work out a political compromise critical to the nations future with 
their third dinner companion (and political opponent), Alexander Hamilton. This gathering around Jeffersons 
celebrated table involved nothing less than the creation of the young nations finances, foreign relations and the 
eventual location of its capital. The dinners results? An agreement that, Congress willing, the new government would 
assume the states war debts, issue bonds to fund the national debt and make the Potomacs banks the capitals 
permanent site. Congress agreed. Cerami (Jeffersons Great Gamble) presents a fast-paced narrative of an event well-
known but never told so brightlynor at such unnecessary length. While Cerami puts the dinner-table agreement at his 
storys center, it was but one of a number of seismic events, acts and decisions of the 1790s. Cerami slights many of 
those when hes not giving us too much detail about other minor ones, such as Jeffersons cooking recipes and a short 
disquisition (and a long document) on Hamiltons role in the Coast Guards founding. Compression would have made 



this inherently fascinating story pack the punch it should. (Feb.) (Publishers Weekly, October 22, 2007) 


