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Near East, 1831-1908:

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, American Protestant missionaries attempted to export their
religious beliefs and cultural ideals to the Ottoman Empire. Seeking to attract Orthodox Christians and even Muslims
to their faith, they promoted the paradigm of the Christian home as the foundation of national progress. Y et the
missionaries efforts not only failed to win many converts but also produced some unexpected results. Drawing on a
broad range of sources Ottoman, Bulgarian, Russian, French, and English Barbara Reeves-Ellington tracks the
transnational history of this little-known episode of American cultural expansion. She shows how issues of gender and
race influenced the missionaries efforts as well as the complex responses of Ottoman subjects to American intrusions
into their everyday lives. Women missionaries married and single employed the language of Christian domesticity and
female moral authority to challenge the male-dominated hierarchy of missionary society and to forge bonds of feminist
internationalism. At the same time, Orthodox Christians adapted the missionaries ideology to their own purposesin
developing anew strain of nationalism that undermined Ottoman efforts to stem growing sectarianism within their
empire. By the beginning of the twentieth century, as some missionaries began to promote international understanding
rather than Protestantism, they also paved the way for future expansion of American political and commercial interests.

A fine-grained analysis of efforts to spread American culture and religion to aregion that has been neglected in studies
of U.S. empire and of the crucial and far-reaching implications of those effortsin Europe, the Middle East, and the
United States. . . . | believe thiswill be an important book. --Mary A. Renda, author of Taking Haiti: Military
Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915 1940A sophisticated and engaging study of American
missionaries in the Ottoman Empire. . . . In crystal-clear and vivid prose, Barbara Reeves-Ellington shows how both
American and Bulgarian women drew from and contributed to the opportunities that the American mission to the
region provided, while challenging expectations about gender relations and women s behavior. --Heather J. Sharkey,
author of American Evangelicalsin Egypt: Missionary Encounters in an Age of EmpireAbout the AuthorBarbara
Reeves-Ellington is associate professor of history at Siena College.



