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Bruce Cumings : Dominion from Sea to Sea: Pacific Ascendancy and American Power  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dominion from Sea to Sea: Pacific 
Ascendancy and American Power: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A Great BookBy M. SwansonThis is a great book. 10 years ago I 
was a graduate history student and found his second volume of his Origins of the Korean War series one of the best 
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explanations and overviews of US foreign relations in the period after World War II and start of the Cold War. The 
book had a big impact on my thinking along with Carrol Quigley, Franz Schurman, and Charles Beard.When I saw 
Cumings had a new book about the US and its in place in the world I was excited when I ordered it and the book 
exceeded my expectations. This book is written to fit more of a non-academic and mainstream audience than some of 
his other books so hopefully will reach a wide audience. It gives a great view of how the US got to be so big and 
powerful by focusing on the West Coast of the US from its first settlement to today and the several booms if went 
through - the gold rush, World War II, cold war military industrial complex, and the Silicon Valley. It also present a 
new way of thinking about foreign policy by creating a dichotomy between Atlanatic leaning internationalism and 
westward leaning thinking.There is much more to the book than just this. This is a great book worth your time to 
read.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. USA HegemonyBy Jim PhelanThis is a big-picture book. How 
did the USA make its way to economic, military and cultural global hegemony?Bruce Comings describes the 
westward expansion of the United States and how it didn't stop at the Golden Gate, but continued on out into the 
Pacific Rim. He stresses the active involvement of the Federal government in the growth of California and other 
western states. The future of USA prosperity and global influence can be glimpsed by looking westward towards the 
Pacific Rim and eastward not towards Europe.Based on a decade of historical research, here are 500 pages filled with 
interesting facts and solid interpretations of US history; this book is well worth reading!3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Compelling look at the connections of civilizationBy Biz ReaderI read this book first when 
it was released in 2010 and have come back to it time and time again since. I am re-reading it again, as I prepare to 
take my family on a 10-day trip to California.The ability of Cumings to make connections across continents and 
describe how the American West facilitates human integration is remarkable.I am awed by this book and would 
recommend anyone interested in global affairs to put it on their shelf and refer to it often.

America is the first world power to inhabit an immense land mass open at both ends to the worlds two largest 
oceansthe Atlantic and the Pacific. This gives America a great competitive advantage often overlooked by Atlanticists, 
whose focus remains overwhelmingly fixed on Americas relationship with Europe. Bruce Cumings challenges the 
Atlanticist perspective in this innovative new history, arguing that relations with Asia influenced our history 
greatly.Cumings chronicles how the movement westward, from the Middle West to the Pacific, has shaped Americas 
industrial, technological, military, and global rise to power. He unites domestic and international history, international 
relations, and political economy to demonstrate how technological change and sharp economic growth have created a 
truly bicoastal national economy that has led the world for more than a century. Cumings emphasizes the importance 
of American encounters with Mexico, the Philippines, and the nations of East Asia. The result is a wonderfully 
integrative history that advances a strong argument for a dual approach to American history incorporating both 
Atlanticist and Pacificist perspectives.

"Dominion from Sea to Sea is both original and so well researched that I am in awe of all the work and how all that 
information has been integrated."Daniel Chirot, University of Washington 


