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Glenn F. Williams : Dunmore's War: The Last Conflict of America's Colonial Era  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dunmore's War: The Last Conflict of America's 
Colonial Era: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Very Highly Recommended History of the Last Colonial 
ConflictBy A Florida ReaderThis is a rather serious and detailed look at the events leading up to what is known as 
Lord Dunmore's War as well as the events that transpired during that conflict. The book is not a casual popular 
narrative history but instead going into much detail concerning the situation on the colonial frontier prior to the 
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breakout of open fighting and then of the operations in the war and the aftermath. It is a shame that there is no preview 
of the book as the author presents in an excellent introduction his aiming in writing the book. Those aims include 
providing new insight into the causes of conflict which the author shows, by use of much primary source material, that 
the war was not instigated by a simple land grab as has been often cited in many histories of the conflict. The author 
also takes a detailed (there's that word again!) look at the structure of the Virginia militia, including the legal basis of 
its existence as well as the actual effectiveness of the implementation of the activation of the militia.There are a 
number of maps in the book and a quite extensive set of endnotes. I highly recommend this book to anyone who has a 
serious interest in the colonial period, especially in the time right before the outbreak of the War of Independence.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Well written. Another interesting point of view. No ...By Scott 
BoyingtonWell written. Another interesting point of view. No one really knows how people were prior to the 
Revolution, especially in the military.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. History lovers dreamBy Larry 
SnyderI found this book to be very informative.

Known to history as Dunmores War, the 1774 campaign against a Shawnee-led Indian confederacy in the Ohio 
Country marked the final time an American colonial militia took to the field in His Majestys service and under royal 
command. Led by John Murray, the fourth Earl of Dunmore and royal governor of Virginia, a force of colonials 
including George Rogers Clark, Daniel Morgan, Michael Cresap, Adam Stephen, and Andrew Lewis successfully 
enforced the western border established by treaties in parts of present-day West Virginia and Kentucky. The campaign 
is often neglected in histories, despite its major influence on the conduct of the Revolutionary War that followed. In 
Dunmores War: The Last Conflict of Americas Colonial Era, award-winning historian Glenn F. Williams describes the 
course and importance of this campaign. Supported by extensive primary source research, the author corrects much of 
the folklore concerning the war and frontier fighting in general, demonstrating that the Americans did not adopt Indian 
tactics for wilderness fighting as is often supposed, but rather used British methods developed for fighting irregulars in 
the woods of Europe, while incorporating certain techniques learned from the Indians and experience gained from 
earlier colonial wars. As an immediate result of Dunmores War, the frontier remained quiet for two years, giving the 
colonies the critical time to debate and declare independence before Britain convinced its Indian allies to resume 
attacks on American settlements. Ironically, at the same time Virginia militiamen were fighting under command of a 
kings officer, the colony was becoming one of the leaders in the move toward American independence. Although he 
was hailed as a hero at the end of the war, Lord Dunmores attempt to maintain royal authority put him in direct 
opposition to many of the subordinates who followed him on the frontier, and in 1776 he was driven from Virginia and 
returned to England. 

Glenn Williams has produced the most deeply researched campaign study of Dunmores War, and sets the new 
standard. At last, we have a gripping narrative of that pivotal event that cuts through the historical misunderstanding 
that still surrounds it. David L. Preston, author of Braddock's Defeat: The Battle of the Monongahela and the Road to 
Revolution, winner of the 2016 Guggenheim-Lehrman Prize in Military History 


