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Joseph H. Lynch : Early Christianity: A Brief History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Early Christianity: A Brief History: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. and nicely detailed/referenced account of the evolution of 
Christianity through about ...By louis d rollmannA well-written, carefully researched, and nicely detailed/referenced 
account of the evolution of Christianity through about 600 CE, the book is a beautiful contribution and a worthy "final 
act" in the life of Professor Joseph Lynch. It should be on the bookshelf of all serious students of Christianity.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Fantastic, clear, conciseBy yousefI've always wanted to know the history 
of Christianity and this book does exactly that! It's concise, clear, and covers everything from 100BC to ~900AD. I 
now know more about Christianity than a lot of my Christian friends and we even have discussion about the different 
milestones in Christian history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a very readable, yet brief 
historical account ...By Nicholas J. SotackThis is a very readable, yet brief historical account that anyone can read. 
Professor Lynch (unfortunately) uses the secular academic terminology of BCE/CE instead of BC/AD.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195138031


This concise and engaging introduction to the history of early Christianity examines the development of Christianity 
from its origins up through the year 620. Accessible to beginning students with no background in the subject, Early 
Christianity: A Brief History is also captivating reading for more advanced students. The book is organized 
chronologically into four parts: The Contexts of Early Christianity, Christianity in the Second and Third Centuries, 
The Creation of a Christian Empire, and Life in the Christian Empire. Each part begins with a timeline in order to 
guide students in the chronology of events. Opening with a look at the historical Jesus--which considers what we know 
and how we know it--the book continues on with coverage of the Jewish and Roman worlds in which Christianity 
arose. It then charts the extraordinary progress of Christianity, ranging from its status as a fringe sect in Judaism, to 
that of a dominant religion, up through the reign of Pope Gregory I. Chapters on society and culture and an epilogue 
on Muhammad and the rise of Islam are also included. Focusing on important themes and developments throughout, 
author Joseph H. Lynch does not overwhelm students with an encyclopedic amount of detail. In addition, he 
acknowledges the often neglected diversity of early Christian views without losing sight of the major lines along 
which the religion developed. Lynch integrates excerpts and quotations from a wide variety of ancient sources--
including the New Testament, the Gospel of Thomas, the Didache, and the writings of Dio Chrysostom, Fronto, and 
Tactitus--in order to engage students and show them how historians learn about the ancient world. Each chapter ends 
with carefully selected suggestions for further reading that are drawn from both ancient and modern sources. The book 
also features custom-drawn maps and photos to help students understand the visual and geographical developments of 
ancient Christianity.

"A fine introduction to early Christianity...This is a valuable and ably executed introductory textbook."--Religious 
Studies About the AuthorJoseph H. Lynch is Professor of History at Ohio State University. 


