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From Eerdmans: Early Judaism: A Comprehensive Overview before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Early Judaism: A Comprehensive Overview:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. High ScholarshipBy Jack D. Heacockl'm only 40% through EARLY
JUDAISM: A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW, but can say with confidence that thisis most likely the finest
scholarship on the subject. The team of scholars who pulled the information together stand on the shoulders of the best
scholars of antiquity and contemporaneity. There is far more than one can absorb, but the reliability of information has
been thoroughly vetted. It is worth the time invested if only to learn about Philo and Josephus, among others. Each
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chapter is supported by 4-10 pages of citations.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Some very good
essays from current scholarsBy AnthonySome very good essays from current scholars. While you may not agree with
every conclusion, within the diversity thereis certainly alot of "grain for the mill" that will get you thinking about
Judaism in the Hellenistic and Roman periods and their influences going forward in history.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Very ComprehensiveBy Frances RankinThese are well chosen writings giving a current and
comprehensive picture of Second Temple Judaism for the interested lay person. They give information from many
angles without sectarian bias. If you are seeking to understand rather than be led to a particular dogmatic conclusion,
this book is a good choice.

Culled from The Eerdmans Dictionary of Early Judaism, a monumental, groundbreaking reference work published in
late 2010, Early Judaism: A Comprehensive Overview contains fifteen first-rate essays from a diverse group of
internationally renowned scholars. This volume provides the most comprehensive and authoritative overview available
of Judaism in the Hellenistic and early Roman periods.Contributors.John M. G. BarclayMiriam Pucci Ben ZeevK atell
BerthelotJohn J. CollinsErich S. GruenDaniel C. HarlowJames L. Kugel Adam Kolman MarshakSteve MasonJames S.
McLarenMaren R. NiehoffDavid T. RuniaLawrence H. SchiffmanChris SeemanGregory E. SterlingLoren T.
StuckenbruckEibert TigchelaarEugene UlrichAnnewies van den HoekJames C. VanderKamJrgen K. Zangenberg

-- John Barton in Times Literary Supplementl do not think there is now a better guide to early Judaism than The
Eerdmans Dictionary of Early Judaism. . . . Opens adoor into afascinating and compelling world of ideas, texts, and
practices.-- BooklistThe Eerdmans Dictionary of Early Judaism is an outstanding reference work that not only
introduces this important era but also serves as a status report for scholarly activity in this area over the past few
decades.-- Trinity Journallt is difficult to overstate how impressive the volume isin terms of scope, quality of
scholarship, and number of high-level contributors. . . . The Eerdmans Dictionary of Early Judaism is bound to be a
classic reference text for the next generation. It is more than worth its weight in gold which, given the bulky nature of
the book, is quite considerable!



