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Stephen Davies : East Sails West: The Voyage of the Keying, 18461855  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised East Sails West: The Voyage of the Keying, 18461855: 

In December 1846, the Keying, a Chinese junk purchased by British investors, set sail from Hong Kong for London. 
Named after the Chinese Imperial Commissioner who had signed away Hong Kong to the British, manned by a 
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Chinese and European crew, and carrying a travelling exhibition of Chinese items, the Keying had a troubled voyage. 
After quarrels on the way and a diversion to New York, culminating in a legal dispute over arrears of wages for 
Chinese members of the crew, it finally reached London in 1848, where it went on exhibition on the River Thames 
until 1853. It was then auctioned off, towed to Liverpool, and finally broken up. In this account of the ship, the crew 
and the voyage, Stephen Davies tells a story of missed opportunities, with an erratic course, overambitious aims, and 
achievements born of lucky breaksa microcosm, in fact, of early Hong Kong and of the relations between China and 
the West.

An erudite and scholarly account of a largely forgotten mid-nineteenth century verifiable voyage of the three-masted 
Chinese trading junk, Keying from Hong Kong to London via the Cape of Good Hope, New York and Boston, which 
will be of interest to all maritime historians and students of naval architecture. (Professor Hugh Murphy, Visiting 
Reader in Maritime History, Royal Museums, Greenwich)Stephen Davies reinstates a uniqueand long forgottenvoyage 
of a Chinese junk across the Indian and Atlantic Oceans to its rightful place in global history. A remarkable scholarly 
achievement based on a rare combination of sharp historical analysis, meticulous research and an encyclopedic 
knowledge of ships and sailing. (Elizabeth Sinn, Author of Pacific Crossing: California Gold, Chinese Migration, and 
the Making of Hong Kong)We owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Davies for showing us this half-world and for bringing 
this adventure some of the publicity it surely deserves. (John Butler Asian of Books)About the AuthorStephen Davies 
is the Hong Kong Maritime Museum's first China State Shipbuilding Corporation Maritime Heritage Research Fellow. 


