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Blanche Wiesen Cook : Eleanor Roosevelt, Vol. 1: 1884-1933  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Eleanor Roosevelt, Vol. 1: 1884-1933: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I had problems getting through the first couple of chapters ...By Ann 
E. WaananenI had problems getting through the first couple of chapters with all the friends and friends of friends and 
relatives, etc. Others in the book club felt the same way so we had to change books.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. I loved the bookBy B. FarmerI loved the book. It gave such insight into the woman most people don't 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140094601


equate with all the public work she did. She was interesting and a true American. As the wife of our 4 term president 
she had good influence in a lot of decision making. she gave her opinion on certain matters and He made the decision. 
A good book all around and it continues into the second and third editions.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Best book on thisBy SpinnerThe authorative source. Well done. Surprising details.

The first volume in the life of America's greatest First Lady, "a woman who changed the lives of millions" 
(Washington Post).Eleanor Roosevelt, Vol. Three: 1938-1962, will be published in November 2016.Eleanor Roosevelt 
was born into the privileges and prejudices of American aristocracy and into a family ravaged by alcoholism. She 
overcame debilitating roots: in her public life, fighting against racism and injustice and advancing the rights of 
women; and in her private life, forming lasting intimate friendships with some of the great men and women of her 
times. This volume covers ER's family and birth, her childhood, education, and marriage, and ends with FDR's 
election to the Presidency--the years of ER's youth and coming of age. Celebrated by feminists, historians, politicians, 
and reviewers everywhere, Cook's trilogy is an unprecedented portrait of a brave, fierce, passionate political leader of 
our century.

From Publishers WeeklyThis highly readable, well-researched work of feminist scholarship erases the image of the 
young Eleanor Roosevelt as a long-suffering, repressed wife and presents her as a strong, ever-evolving individual. 
Photos. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalContinuing a major 
biography.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sFrom Cook (History/John Jay; The 
Declassified Eisenhower, 1981, etc.)--the first volume of a massive biography of Eleanor Roosevelt, which, in seeking 
redress for its subject, is flawed by its own (feminist) biases. Long overshadowed by the achievements of FDR, 
Eleanor Roosevelt's own extraordinary life deserves wider attention. The poor little rich girl who was born into one of 
New York's wealthiest and most distinguished families was unkindly called ``Granny'' by her beautiful but cold 
mother; lost both her parents before she was 12; was taken in by relatives who made her always feel an outsider; and, 
once married, had to contend with a tyrannical mother-in-law and a philandering husband. And yet, Cook tells us, 
there were triumphs and periods of fulfillment-- schooldays in London; ventures into politics and civic activities; and 
the golden interlude of the 1920's, when ER led her own life independent of FDR, becoming a sought-after speaker, 
activist, and commentator. Cook conscientiously records the achievements and the many unhappinesses--not just the 
discovery of FDR's affair with Lucy Rutherford--as well as the consolation of friends, mostly women (though Cook 
believes that ER had an affair with Earl Miller, one of the Roosevelts' security guards). The volume ends with FDR's 
election to the presidency, an achievement about which, for FDR's sake, ER was ``sincerely glad''--but which also led 
her to comment, ``Now I shall start to work out my own salvation.'' In less-than-luminous prose, ER gets her uncritical 
due while FDR becomes the typical male villain--duplicitous, weak, and owing everything to a good woman. 
Informative but not definitive. (Sixteen pages of bw photographs--not seen.) -- Copyright 1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. 
All rights reserved. 


