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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy sjuradogood book. Extraordinary story!1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A WHALE OF A TALE...By lawyeraauThis is the Spanish text edition of "In the 
Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex", a first rate, well crafted work of non-fiction. The author has a 
gift for putting together a compelling narrative about the unusual ordeal of the whale ship, Essex, which sailed out of 
Nantucket and was done in on the high seas by an extremely aggressive sperm whale who attacked it. So complete was 
the damage that the ship sank, its crew of twenty cast adrift upon a seemingly infinite ocean to find their way back 
home in three small boats. This real life, unheard of attack by a whale was the basis for Herman Melville's classic 
work of fiction, "Moby Dick".What the author does is ground what happened to these most unfortunate of men in the 
historical context of the time. He paints a picture of the milieu in which they lived. Their lives were governed entirely 
by the whaling industry that was the bread and butter for Nantucket Island, the whaling capital of the world.Drawing 
upon narratives by some of the survivors, as well as other historical data, he paints in intricate detail what life must 
have been like for these men. He weaves a tapestry of early nineteenth century life on the island of Nantucket and the 
preeminence of whaling in the lives of those who lived there, as well as the role of the Quakers. In essence, he brings 
the men, who were involved in this most notorious of survival at sea stories, to life for the reader.It is a balanced 
narrative. This was to be the first voyage as Captain for the democratic George Pollard, who was teamed up with a 
very aggressive and ambitious first mate, Owen Chase. This was later to prove to be a poor combination. Nearly a 
third of the crew was African-American, which was an interesting twist, arising out of the abolitionist views of the 
Quakers, whose views were the mainstay of Nantucket. Most of the crew was very young, the cabin boy, Thomas 
Nickerson, being but fourteen years of age.When the Essex was attacked while on the high seas by a gigantic, 
aggressive sperm whale and destroyed in the process, the story of the what happened to the crew makes for one of the 
most engrossing and amazing stories of survival ever to be told. Against the odds, eight of them survived their ordeal, 
which lasted for months. Dehydration and starvation were to drive them to a new frontier of human behavior. That 
threshold, however, once crossed, was one that would forever haunt those who survived. Their agonizing journey and 
foray into anthropophagy is chillingly chronicled.This is a riveting and triumphant book. It is a tale richly told by a 
masterful storyteller, who is able to make this work of non-fiction come to life for the reader. This is simply a great 
book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy AlejandroExcelente y emocionante historia.

El 20 de noviembre de 1820, el barco ballenero Essex es atacado por un cachalote mientras navega por el Pacfico. La 
tripulacin se refugia en botes salvavidas. Es entonces cuando empieza la tragedia: con una cantidad limitada de vveres 
y agua, veinte hombres pondrn a prueba su coraje en una lucha despiadada por la vida en medio del ocano. Meses 
despus, los ma-rineros de un barco divisan un bote a la deriva en las costas de Amrica del Sur. Al acercarse, no pueden 
creer lo que ven sus ojos: los tripulantes del Essex han llega do a lmites inimaginables en su lucha por sobrevivir. 
Nathaniel Philbrick narra en este libro una de las crnicas ms emocionantes de la historia martima. Este relato, increble 
y sin embargo completamente verda-dero, fascin a los hombres y mujeres del siglo XIX, y sirvi de inspiracin a 
Herman Melville en la escritura de una de las grandes obras de la literatura universal, Moby Dick. En el corazn del 
mar es un clsico contemporneo, un best seller en todo el mundo con ms de un milln de lectores, que ha sido 
galardonado con el prestigioso National Book Award. Ahora, el director Ron Howard ha convertido este texto 
deslumbrante (Time) en una de las mayores producciones cinematogrficas de todos los tiempos.
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