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From Brand: Mercer Univ Pr : Encyclopedia of Religion in the South  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of Religion in the South: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Recommended for college Religious Studies and American Regional 
Culture collectionsBy Midwest Book ReviewNow in an updated second edition, Encyclopedia Of Religion In The 
South is a one-volume reference, compiled by a trio of professors, presenting historical and other information 
pertaining to religion in the American South in alphabetically organized entries. From Appalachian Religious Music 
and the concept of Atonement, to the role of religion in the Civil Rights Movement to Bishop John Freeman Young 
(1820-1885), the entries summarize history in clear terms accessible to the lay reader. An introduction offers a 
straightforward overview of religious belief in the South. Encyclopedia Of Religion In The South is a seminal and 
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recommended for college Religious Studies and American Regional Culture collections.

The publication of the Encyclopedia of Religion in the South in 1984 signaled the rise in the scholarly interest in the 
study of Religion in the South. Religion has always been part of the cultural heritage of that region, but scholarly 
investigation had been sporadic. Since the original publication of the ERS, however, the South has changed 
significantly in that Christianity is no longer the primary religion observed. Other religions like Judaism, Buddhism, 
and Hinduism have begun to have very important voices in Southern life. This one-volume reference, the only one of 
its kind, takes this expansion into consideration by updating older relevant articles and by adding new ones. After 
more than 20 years, the only reference book in the field of the Religion in the South has been totally revised and 
updated. Each article has been updated and bibliography has been expanded. The ERS has also been expanded to 
include more than sixty new articles on Religion in the South. New articles have been added on such topics as Elvis 
Presley, Appalachian Music, Buddhism, Bill Clinton, Jerry Falwell, Fannie Lou Hamer, Zora Neale Hurston, 
Stonewall Jackson, Popular Religion, Pat Robertson, the PTL, Sports and Religion in the South, theme parks, and 
much more. This is an indispensable resource for anyone interested in the South, religion, or cultural history.
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