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Graham Allison, Philip Zelikow : Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis (2nd Edition)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Essence of Decision:
Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis (2nd Edition):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Incredible bookBy Jae W. Oh, MBA CLU(r) ChFC(r)I cannot think
of asingle more important book, in any discipline, that has helped me understand another party's point of view and
decision-making.It's application to real-world situations is almost without limit: incredible that even atopic as
important as the Cuban Missile Crisisis almost pushed to the background.Oddly, the models of decision-making are
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so universal, the extra historical information added to the earlier edition, which | read decades ago, are almost a
distraction. If that isa"criticism" of the book, then you can take it that way, but it is only when compared to the
universality of the principles of decision-making stated.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It is very
discusses alot of theory yet is easy to understand and enjoyBYy BKatl read this book for a class and was really
dreading having to read about the cuban missile crisis...| was pleasantly surprised. Essence of Decision isreally well
written. It isvery discusses alot of theory yet is easy to understand and enjoy! | read it in ahurry for class, but | think
I'm now going to go back and read it again for fun.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. What | needed for
classBy TuckThisisthe exact book | needed for my Political Science classthisfall. The book is required. It was much
cheaper on rather than buying from the bookstore. The book itself can be rather boring. It seems like they could have
made a chapter about 10 pages, but they are more like 45 pages a chapter. Rather long-winded overall.

One of the most influental political science works written in the post World War 11 era, the original edition of Essence
of Decision is aunique and fascinating examination of the pivotal event of the cold Cold War. Not ssmply revised, but
completely re-written, the Second Edition of this classic text is afresh reinterpretation of the theories and events
surrounding the Cuban Missle Crisis, incorporating al new information from the Kennedy tapes and recently
declassified Soviet files. Essence of Decision Second Edition, isavivid look at decision-making under pressure and is
the only single volume work that attempts to answer the enduring question: how should citizens understand the actions
of their government?

"A lively updating of aclassic, in many ways superior to the original." -- Richard K. Betts, Columbia University"A
page turner-the review of relevant literature is comprehensive, thoughtful, and original." -- Diane Vaughan, Boston
College"More than arevised edition, thisis a new book, with the most recent empirical material and sophisticated
theorizing. Important as it was, the original Essence of Decision now appears to have been afirst draft; this version
was worth waiting for." -- Robert Jervis, Columbia University" The revised edition updates both the theory and the
history in acompelling manner. It is an impressive achievement." -- Scott Sagan, Stanford University



