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text of Europe's Reformation adequately covers the important features and issues of the Reformation. No, it does not 
have the depth or weighty material of larger, expanded or multiple volume work but for the person interested in 
knowing the people, events plus 'whys and 'hows' this work does a good job. The references are scholarly and the 
reading is not cumbersome. Nor does one need a thesaurus nearby to define terminology. For students of history, 
western civilation or for religious studies, this would be a great addition to have or own.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Four StarsBy EldonOerdered just for school.0 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerNeeded for research project.

In this widely praised history, noted scholar James D. Tracy offers a comprehensive, lucid, and masterful exploration 
of early modern Europe's key turning point. Establishing a new standard for histories of the Reformation, Tracy 
explores the complex religious, political, and social processes that made change possible, even as he synthesizes new 
understandings of the profound continuities between medieval Catholic Europe and the multiconfessional sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. This revised edition includes new material on Eastern Europe, on how ordinary people 
experienced religious change, and on the pluralistic societies that began to emerge. Richly illustrated and elegantly 
written, this book belongs in the library of all scholars, students, and general readers interested in the origins, events, 
and legacy of Europe's Reformation.

Praise for the First Edition: The scholarship is impressively solid. Tracy's range of knowledge never ceases to amaze, 
both in regard to the variety of specialized books he has written, and in regard to the background needed to write this 
kind of synthesis. He imposes a new order on existing information while adding fresh details not seen in other 
textbooks of the period.... (Craig Harline, Brigham Young University)Praise for the First Edition: The value of this 
book lies not just in the fact that it complements current introductory text offerings by focusing on how the face of 
Europe was altered through a combination of doctrine, politics, and societal changes. Rather, the organization of the 
material, the succinct, clear (but never simplistic) discussion, and the numerous, well-chosen illustrations make this an 
outstanding classroom resource.... (Sixteenth Century Journal)Praise for the First Edition: James D. Tracy brings a 
lifetime of study to a wise and useful survey of the Reformation. He has produced an attractively and sensitively 
illustrated book..... (History Today)Praise for the First Edition: A superb volume, both balanced and subtle. 
Thoroughly researched and well-illustrated, the book draws upon a host of fresh material, particularly in the highly 
popular field of social history. If one seeks a painless way to access recent scholarship, Europe's Reformations is a fine 
place to begin.... (Justus D. Doenecke The Living Church)Praise for the First Edition: An interesting, lucid survey of 
Europe's Reformation . . . provides a stimulating look and reflects Tracy's command of the material. . . . Students and 
faculty will enjoy this well-written, thoughtful book..... (D. P. King, Whitman College CHOICE)Praise for the First 
Edition:[Tracy] is masterly in absorbing information and masterful in organizing itskeptical of fashion, clear in 
exposition, fluent in communication, unremittingly scholarly. Europe's Reformations displays in print his efficient, 
engaging classroom manner. (Felipe Fernndez-Armesto, University of Notre Dame The New York Times)Praise for 
the First Edition:The value of this book lies not just in the fact that it complements current introductory text offerings 
by focusing on how the face of Europe was altered through a combination of doctrine, politics, and societal changes. 
Rather, the organization of the material, the succinct, clear (but never simplistic) discussion, and the numerous, well-
chosen illustrations make this an outstanding classroom resource. (Sixteenth Century Journal)Praise for the First 
Edition:James D. Tracy brings a lifetime of study to a wise and useful survey of the Reformation. He has produced an 
attractively and sensitively illustrated book. (History Today)Praise for the First Edition:A superb volume, both 
balanced and subtle. Thoroughly researched and well-illustrated, the book draws upon a host of fresh material, 
particularly in the highly popular field of social history. If one seeks a painless way to access recent scholarship, 
Europe's Reformations is a fine place to begin. (Justus D. Doenecke The Living Church)Praise for the First Edition:An 
interesting, lucid survey of Europe's Reformation . . . provides a stimulating look and reflects Tracy's command of the 
material. . . . Students and faculty will enjoy this well-written, thoughtful book. (D. P. King, Whitman College 
CHOICE)Praise for the First Edition:Tracy is especially skillful in handling complex theological and political 
developments and gives adequate coverage to social and economic issues. The book includes a fine series of 
illustrations, a brief coda comparing the European Reformations with other movements of religious reform around the 
world such as Neo-Confucianism, and a fifteen-page bibliography of works in English. (Religious Studies )Praise for 
the First Edition:The scholarship is impressively solid. Tracy's range of knowledge never ceases to amaze, both in 
regard to the variety of specialized books he has written, and in regard to the background needed to write this kind of 
synthesis. He imposes a new order on existing information while adding fresh details not seen in other textbooks of the 
period. (Craig Harline, Brigham Young University)Praise for the First Edition:Solidly researched and artfully written, 
this volume stands as a work of original scholarship. This study could be useful in upper-division and graduate-level 
courses on Reformation Europe. (David J. Kovarovic, Northwestern Oklahoma State University)Praise for the First 
Edition:The book is clearly the culmination of a lifetime of research activity by a well-known and respected scholar. 
The scholarship is first rate, a tour de force especially when dealing with Erasmus, Luther, Calvin and Zwingli [and] 



Tracy's coverage of Dutch and Swiss religious history is exquisite. (Elizabeth Furdell, University of North 
Florida)Praise for the First Edition:This is the 'new' history of the Reformation at its best. Tracy skillfully integrates 
the reconceptualization of Christian belief, critical accompanying developments in the political arena, and profound 
repercussions within people's everyday lives. It is a lively story, told in elegant language, and strengthened by 
particularly apt illustrations. (Raymond A. Mentzer, Montana State University and editor of Sixteenth Century Essays 
Studies)Praise for the First Edition:In this excellent survey, James Tracy provides a concise and balanced account of 
what he terms the 'religious revolution of the sixteenth century.' Lively and readable prose. A lucid account of the 
Reformation's medieval roots; sixteenth-century climax; and often unintended religious, social, and political 
consequences, Europe's Reformations represents an outstanding introduction for both students and non-specialists. 
(Jason P. Coy Comitatus)When the first edition of James Tracy's Europe's Reformations, 1450-1650 appeared in 1999, 
instructors and college students were quite fortunate to have a textbook that offered such a concise, learned synthesis 
of the Reformation written in a fluid and enjoyable style. . . . Even in this now more competitive field, Tracy's 
textbook continues to distinguish itself, because the author gives his readers pith, breadth, and scholarship in a 
textbook format. . . . Instructors in search of a text for their undergraduate Reformation course will continue to be very 
well served by Tracy's text. (H-Hre)Tracy's narrative is clear and succinct. He examines efficiently a vast amount of 
information, providing a thorough overview of major developments. His three-pronged approach also demonstrates 
distinct methods of Reformation historiography, thus providing methodologial as well as informational instruction. 
(Sixteenth Century Journal)About the AuthorJames D. Tracy is professor of history at the University of Minnesota. A 
leading scholar of early modern Europe, he is the author of Erasmus of the Low Countries (1996), Emperor Charles V, 
Impresario of War (2002), The Low Countries in the 16th Century (2005), and The Founding of the Dutch Republic 
(forthcoming). He is also a founding editor and current editor of the Journal for Early Modern History. 


