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Randall Balmer : Evangelicalism in America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Evangelicalism in America: 

Evangelicalism has left its indelible mark on American history, politics, and culture. It is also true that currents of 
American populism and politics have shaped the nature and character of evangelicalism. This story of evangelicalism 
in America is thus riddled with paradox. Despite the fact that evangelicals, perhaps more than any other religious 
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group, have benefited from the First Amendment and the separation of church and state, several prominent evangelical 
leaders over the past half century have tried to abrogate the establishment clause of the First Amendment. And despite 
evangelicalism's legacy of concern for the poor, for women, and for minorities, some contemporary evangelicals have 
repudiated their own heritage of compassion and sacrifice stemming from Jesus' command to love the least of these.In 
Evangelicalism in America Randall Balmer chronicles the history of evangelicalismits origins and development as 
well as its diversity and contradictions. Within this lineage Balmer explores the social varieties and political 
implications of evangelicalism's inception as well as its present and paradoxical relationship with American culture 
and politics. Balmer debunks some of the cherished myths surrounding this distinctly American movement while also 
prophetically speaking about its future contributions to American life.


