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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JesseArrived quickly and just as described.O of 2
people found the following review helpful. package came quicker then i expected. Have read through ...By Philip
Martinezpackage came quicker then i expected. Have read through the book once, and now going over it once more. |
have had alot of people on the train inquire about this book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Eye-
OpeningBy BibliophiledwIf you want to know what it has Really been like for the First Nations People, thisis a good
start. From our Constitution, primarily borrowed from the Iroguois Confederacy, into present times, one learns how
things happened and why. If books authored by many of the American Indian writers were provided in Lower School
classes up to and through College level, we would understand how we have arrived at the place we are, i.e., not one
single Treaty was ever kept between "the Great White Father" and the American Indians. Not one. I've often fantasized
what our Country would look like had we'd ever had a succession of First Nation People as President. When one lives
off the land and their entire self-sufficiency comes as aresult of that, one cares for it quite differently. It also makes for
independence and that was immediately at odds with the Founding "Fathers" who saw land as property while the
American Indian had no concept of ownership, but rather a most generous gift from the Great Spirit. We need their
wisdom today and, if we would follow it, could possibly pull back from the brink and let Mother Earth heal.

It islittle known that the Revolutionary War and the writing of the United States Constitution and Bill of Rights were
strongly influenced by Native American traditions. European philosophers of the Enlightenment such as Jean Jacques
Rousseau had begun pressing for democratic reformsin Europe on the basis of glowing reports by early settlers about
the New World and its native inhabitants. The founding fathers of the United States, in turn, were inspired to fight for
independence and to create the great American documents of freedom through contact with Native American
statesmen and exposure to American Indian societies based on individual freedom, representative government and the
democratic union of tribes. Y et American Indians have never been acknowledged for their many contributions to the
founding of the United States of America, and they have never been permitted to fully share the benefits of the
freedoms they helped establish. Exiled in the Land of the Free is a dramatic recounting of early American history and
an eloquent call for reform that will not be ignored. Written by eight prominent Native American leaders and scholars,
each aspecialist in his area of expertise, Exiled in the Land of the Free: Democracy, Indian Nations and the U. S.
Constitution is alandmark volume, sure to be read by generations to come. An aspect of American history that has
been ignored and denied for centuriesis the extent to which we are indebted to Native Americans for the principles
and practices on which our democratic institutions are based. Thisisthe first work to recognize that legacy and trace
our model of participatory demacracy to its Native American roots. This book, which was written into the
Congressional Record, has major implications for future relations between Indian tribes and the governments of the
United States and other nations. It presents the strongest case ever made for Native American sovereignty. American
history has finally been written--not from the European point of view--but from an Indian perspective. Exiled in the
Land of the Free has been adopted for courses in twelve universities, to date.



